creating citizens for the future: compassionate, curious and
strong.
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Dear Parents and Carers,
We are so excited to see ALL children back at school next week. We have missed our senior students!
Pick Up and Drop Off

Thank you all so very much for your flexibility for the wet day pick up on Monday. You did a fantastic job!
Please note we ONLY collect children from the classroom/gym if it is raining. We will notify families by
2.45pm via compass if it will be a wet day pick up.
If it is not raining we will be collecting children for their regular pick up spots (soccer pitch, down ball
courts, netball courts or community oval) and it is important that you enter through the correct gates.
It is important that only one adult comes onsite to collect children after school and it is not opportune to
be socialising with other families at pick up/drop off times. This is important to minimise congestion and
maintain physical distancing. We kindly request that families drop their children off in the morning, say
goodbye and quickly leave to avoid crowding at the gates. The children are doing the most amazing job
and are confidently walking to their rooms with very little support. Each of the gates are supervised and
children cannot leave the school yard once they have entered.
Grade 3-6 children may be collected from the community oval next to the school.
Grade 3 will be against the oval fence line next to the Sports Pavilion (Hummingbird Blvd end)
Grades 4-6 will be under the sports Pavilion (on the oval side – not the car park side)
Children that would normally walk/ride home will continue to do so at 3.10pm.
All older siblings will go to the pickup point of the youngest child in the family – so parents/carers only
need to go to the one pick up point.
Mobile Phone Policy
We would like to remind families that the Department of Education’s mobile phone policy still needs to
be followed. Each morning, as soon as children come into the school yard, they are required to go to the
office and hand in their mobile phones. These are to be collected at the end of the day.
We would also like to remind families and children to regularly clean their phones in the interest of health
and safety.
Birthday Celebrations at School
Along with so many changes to our daily operations, due to COVID-19, another change we are having to
implement is changes to birthday celebrations. Many of our families have previously brought in food and
special treats to share with their child’s class mates to celebrate their birthday. Unfortunately we can no
longer do this, as it does not comply with our Department’s guidelines.
If families would like to celebrate their child’s birthday in class they may send along a package of smaller,
individually wrapped treats (for example a bag of individually wrapped chocolate frogs, lolly pops etc)
The teacher will be able to open the larger packet and hand out the individual treats to each child at the
end of the day. Teachers will need to be informed beforehand. Please note we do have a member of
staff who is allergic to latex so we ask that balloons are not brought onto the school grounds.
1

Colder Weather

With winter upon us we kindly ask that you make sure your child is dressed for the cooler weather .
Whilst it is nice and warm inside the classrooms, outside it is quite windy and cold. Please make sure
your child is in the correct TRPS uniform including jumper/jackets/windcheaters. We also have TRPS
scarves and beanies on sale from the front office for $25. Please also ensure your child’s clothing is
clearly named so we may return any lost items.
We are also noticing a few children having some ‘accidents’ and remind families to pack a spare change
of clothing in their child’s school bag, so we may change them at school. This is particularly important
for younger children in prep and grade 1.
Grounds and Facilities

• We are still waiting for our playground which will be installed next to the netball courts. A shade sail
will also be installed. We expect this work to be completed for the start of term three.
• You may have noticed some very wet and muddy parts of our yard. We are currently working with
concrete and landscaping contractors and the Victorian Building Authority to try and come up with
some solutions for this. In the meantime we ask that families and children please avoid walking through
the mud. We appreciate it may take extra time to walk around the school and we apologise for any inconvenience. Hopefully we will have a solution soon.
Semester 1 Reports
Semester 1 reports will be released to families on Compass on Tuesday 16 th July, the first Tuesday back
after the holidays. Please note that due to the extended period of remote learning, the reports will look
quite different to our regular reports, as per the Department of Education guidelines. More information
explaining the different layout will accompany your child’s report. Children who began school at TRPS
from the 23rd March to 11th May will receive an interim report and children who started after this date
will not receive a report, due to the limited or no time that your child’s teacher has had with them faceto-face. They will receive a full school report in Semester 2.
Nadia, Missy and Sarah.
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Hello to all of our amazing Prep families and carers. We welcome you all back to onsite learning. We have
missed you all and are amazed by how well you have all settled back into learning in the classroom. You have
all done an amazing job coming back to school ready to learn. We still have lots of new and exciting learning
to do this term so it is important that everyone comes to school every day to join in.
100 Days of school:
This Friday will mark 67 days of school we are over half way to our 100 days of school celebration!
Nights of Reading:
Thank you for continually adding to your Nights of Home Reading journals. We are so proud and impressed
with how much reading is occurring. We have students who are reaching 100 nights of home reading- how
amazing! Remember we will no longer be giving take home books out at this current time and all take home
reading will be done through reading and listening to books on RAZ Kids or EPIC BOOKS and books that you
have at home. Make sure that any books that you read or listen to on RAZ Kids or Epic Books you record
them in the home reading journal as they count towards your nights of reading.
Respectful Relationships:
This week in Respectful Relationships students are learning about negative emotions that we might have and
different ways of coping with them or who we can go to for help. Building these skills are integral in being
able to get the best out of ourselves and learn to respond to situations in the correct way.
For Maths this week we have been looking at identifying and learning about 2D shapes and 3D objects. We
have been focusing on being able to name shapes and explain the different features of each shape in order to
understand and distinguish each different shape from one another.
For literacy the preps have been doing an amazing job consolidating their stretching, finger spelling, blending
and segmenting skills. It is amazing to see so many students recognising their sounds, reading words and
even books! You should all be so proud of your literacy achievements.
We cannot wait to continue our learning journey for the rest of the term and we hope that everyone will be
here every day to join us.
PLC prep
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Hello Grade One families,
A big welcome back to all of our Grade One families. It is wonderful to see you all back at school.
A huge congratulations goes to all of our Grade One students, for the way they have settled back into learning in the classroom and have adjusted to the new changes both inside and outside of the classroom.
In reading, we have continued to look at making connections. We have been looking at making ‘text-to-self
connections’ where we are able to connect an event or feeling in a book to something similar that has happened in our own life. Students have been using thinking stems to help them make connections. We have
also started to look at making ‘text-to-text connections’ where we are able to connect a character or
setting from one text to another text we have read.

A reminder to make sure students are reading every night and filling in their yellow reading log. We have
many students who have reached 100 nights of reading, and it is wonderful to see. Well done to those students!! For the remainder of term 2, we are not sending ‘take home reading’ books to those students who
have access to RAZ and Epic! Books at home. We are encouraging students to read books from these websites, and fill in their reading logs.
In writing, we have started to look at writing a procedure text. This week the students completed a language experience around ‘How to make a kite’. Students then used the language from the experience to
write a procedural text. In the text students are looking at writing an appropriate title, listing the materials
needed and writing the steps in chronological order. Throughout the rest of the term students will be participating in many different language experiences that will enable them to write a range of procedural
texts.
In maths, we started learning about addition. The students have learnt about adding two parts together to
find the whole or the total. Students have been exploring a range of different ways to solve addition problems from using concrete materials such as counters, ten frames and number lines, to using strategies such
as counting on and doubles.
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In history, we have continued to look at families. Students have been exploring different types of families and
how other people’s families are similar and different to their own. Students have also been exploring all of the
different activities they like to do with their family. It has been wonderful to see the children sharing so much
about their families, especially during the current climate. In the coming weeks, we will be asking for you to
send in photos of your child’s immediate family members (including grandparents, aunts and uncles etc.) as
the students will be exploring family trees and creating their own family tree. We will ask that the photos that
are sent are copies of the original photos to avoid having precious family photos ruined.

Once again we thank all of our families for the hard work they put in during the remote learning period, all of
the grade 1 teachers appreciate your hard work and efforts.

PLC 1

Kite flying in Grade 1
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Dear Grade 2 Families,
Two weeks after the remote learning finished, it is so good to see that all the students are going
above and beyond to settle in their classroom environments. This is enabling them to grow and
become more independent and responsible, both in and out of the school environment. We
couldn’t be more proud of them!
In our reading, we are learning to read fluently so we can comprehend texts well. We are learning to use the appropriate tone and voice at different punctuations, such as full stops, commas,
question marks, exclamation marks, talking marks, etc. We are also learning about comprehension, so that we can understand the texts better by comparing features of different genres. We
have been reading a very famous text by Roald Dahl, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Roald
Dahl has penned numerous books for children and is one of the most popular writers of all
times. The students are absolutely enjoying reading this text with their teachers!
For Maths, we have started the new topic of addition. The students have been exposed to a
number of addition strategies so they can use the one they feel the most comfortable with while
solving problems. The students are loving different ways of adding together. They feel accomplished using numerous strategies for the same topic and this also gives them multiple exposures.
In writing, we have been learning to use the Frayer Model to expand our vocabulary and learn
new words to make our writing more engaging. We have also started our new topic of Poetry
and students have been thrilled to learn to express their emotions in a poetic manner. The students have been doing extended comprehension based on picture prompts and fixing ‘sick sentences’ to make the sentences more interesting and vocabulary rich.
As students have recently come back to school from remote learning, in ICT unit, we have been
learning about safe online behaviours and ways to protect our information online. In the world
today, that is so technologically driven, this unit is enabling the students to distinguish between
what’s right and wrong online and also understand where to seek help from.
We are so excited to have our children back with us and we are so impressed with how they
have transitioned back into school.
PLC 2
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Another great week we have had in grade 3!
It has been incredible to see our children take on the challenge of remote learning and has been wonderful to watch each of them continue to grow throughout this time!
This is our last week of remote learning and we are all very excited to get back into the classroom and to
listen to all of the amazing things the children have been doing while learning from home.
Next week, we will be starting off with some Learning to Learn lessons to ensure everyone understands
the new processes we will need to follow. We will also be continuing on with summarising in our Reading lessons, Addition and Subtraction in our Maths lessons and starting our Persuasive Writing unit.
Just a friendly reminder to please remember to bring all of the stationery and books that you collected
from school at the start of remote learning back to school next week.
Have a great weekend and we cannot wait to see you next Tuesday.
PLC 3
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Remote learning is coming to an end and as a school community we have learned many lessons not least
being students and teachers connecting with each other digitally. A massive thank you to all Grade 4 parents for helping us navigate our way through this new adventure. Without the parents and guardians, we
cannot imagine that this could have been possible.
Reading
In Reading we have been focusing on listening to our Inner Voice and tracking our thinking. The students
are becoming aware of their Reading Voice (where words are read off the page without attaching meaning
to them) and our Thinking Inner Voice where reading strategies are applied, questions asked and connections made so that meaning is derived from the written word.
The students have been using this anchor chart to help them track (annotate) their thinking.
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Writing

Grade 4 Writing focus in Grammar is Connectives (so, but, then, because). Using connectives will help students write interesting compound sentences. The students are continuing to use the Frayer model with the
goal being to build up their vocabulary bank.

Numeracy
In Maths, our focus has been Number. The students have been learning to skip count by 3s, 6s, 5s, and 10s,
backwards and forwards from different starting points. They are also learning to recognise and represent 5digit numbers using partitioning. The students have completed post-tests on Shape and Geometric reasoning. In the next two weeks, our focus will be on efficient addition and subtraction strategies.
Respectful relationships
Our Respectful relationships lessons support our students and this week they are learning to understand
the term ‘stress’ so they can work towards implementing strategies to support their wellbeing.
Other
Monday 8th June is Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday.
The Grade 4 teachers are looking forward to seeing the students in person on Tuesday 9th June.
We will continue to be COVID-safe by explicitly teaching students how to wash their hands and maintain a
safe distance. Students will not be sharing resources in the classroom so we ask that all students bring back
their stationery clearly marked. The stationery will be kept in their tubs and will only be used by them.
PLC 4
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Hello everyone,
We would like to say a huge thank you to all the students, parents and teachers for their ongoing work and
efforts during remote learning. We have all learnt and adapted during this time and we are so proud of our
students and the Tarneit Rise Community. Thank you and well done everyone!
In Reading, students have been working on analysing the author’s point of view when linked to a persuasive
text. Students have also learnt about the specific techniques writers use to persuade the reader. Some of
these techniques have included rhetorical questions, emotive language and inclusive language.
In Writing, students have been following the writing process of planning, drafting, editing and publishing to
write about a small moment in time. Students also learnt how to link the five senses to their writing pieces.
In Mathematics, students have looked at using concepts such as the split and jump strategies to solve addition based problems. Students have also looked at vertical addition and solving worded problems.
In History, We have continued to learn about Australian Colonies in History and the impact the ‘The Gold
Rush’ had on Australia.
In Respectful Relationships, students have looked at how to track their emotions over time and how those
emotions may change.

Some Reminders
Reading at home
Just a reminder that all students are required to read independently at home and record the books they are
reading in their reading logs. Students can use RAZ, Epic and any other books that they may be currently
reading at home.
Report Writing Day (Pupil Free Day) – Friday the 5th of June
Students Commence School (Grade 3-6) – Tuesday the 9th of June

PLC 5/6
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Wominjeka!
This last week it has been amazing to see grade preps, ones and twos return to the art room. We all got
straight back into the messy work and have been painting all week.
Preps have been consolidating their knowledge of shape learned in maths, and have been inspired by Kandinsky to create their own artwork using shape and primary colours.
Grade ones and twos have completed the first step of their Fiona Hill inspired cityscapes, choosing a warm
or cool colour for their backgrounds and adding texture by using tint and shade.
The senior grades have been creating themselves as cartoon characters in an animation style of their choosing.
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone back in the art room after the long weekend.
Ms. Popczyk
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Physical Education
It has been a wonderful couple of weeks with all our Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students being back
at school. Everyone has been settling back into the school routine well. We are still having to be conscious of our physical contact during P.E classes. When it is appropriate we will still be running classes
outside. Remember that it is becoming cold outside so make sure to bring a jumper and correct footwear on the days you have PE.
Our early year’s students have been practising their soccer skills these last two weeks focusing on
dribbling the ball using PENGUIN FEET for more control. All grades have had great success in moving
around with a ball, stopping and changing directions with a ball and striking a ball. It’s fantastic to see
how quickly all our students are progressing.

This year we will be providing a short YouTube
video or web link to support what we are doing in
P.E each fortnight, via QR codes.
How to use a QR code:
Open the CAMERA on your phone,
FOCUS on camera on the QR code, You may
have to tap your finger on the phone
screen where the QR code is,
CLICK on the link that pops up on your
phones screen.

14

Extension Online Soccer
Lesson

Preps have been practicing their numbers in French; singing along to songs and perfecting their pronunciation
with their friends and teachers. They have also been practicing their hand writing with their most tricky numeral to write, by tracing over their chosen number and colouring in a number of sea animal pictures in preparation for their next topic: animals! Together, they have collectively made a beautiful classroom display!
These are just some of their artworks.

Grades 5&6 have still been working hard from home, finishing off their topic of family. It has been wonderful
to see so many students are really doing their best work online, producing wonderful works of art about
their whole family – even pets! It has been great to understand the students on a personal level to learn
more about their nationalities, spoken languages and cultural background, as well as see them develop their
French with useful phrases to express their personal lives. Here is a special piece of work to show their creativity while learning important vocabulary. Translation: Here is my dog Max. He is cheeky.
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Firstly we want to say a HUGE THANK YOU to the parents of Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 children.
Thank you for facilitating your children’s learning from home. It was so wonderful to see photos and
videos of excited children engaging in their STEM lessons. It is wonderful to be able to start our lessons back at school knowing that the majority of children have a great base of learning to build on
for the rest of the term.
To the parents of Grade 3, 4 5 & 6 children, a HUGE THANK YOU for continuing to facilitate your
children’s remote learning of STEM lessons at home. As the upper grades move into high school,
STEM will become more advanced and complex so it is fantastic knowing that the students from
TRPS will have a base of STEM knowledge to build on in secondary school.
Prep students will continue to learn Biological Science as they focus on life cycles of butterflies and
frogs.
Grade 1 students are beginning a unit on Sound, understanding how sound is created, how we hear
sound and the implications of not having the sense of hearing.
Grade 2 students are starting to look at the different materials that clothing is made from. They will
investigate why particular clothing is made from a specific material.
Grade 3 students are working through the Design and Technologies process, to select an appropriate material to build a Viking ship, plan and design the ship and select appropriate materials to build
the ship with.
Grade 4 students are learning about life cycles and the interdependence of animals with their habitat
and with each other. Students were treated to an online Incursion with Ecolinc, where students had
the opportunity to log on to a demonstration of life cycles with Ranger Nicole. She showed the students a Spiny Leaf Insect and a Pobblebonk Frog. Students were able to ask and answer questions
and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
The Grade 5 and 6 students are understanding light and light sources, through reflection and refraction. They are learning about colour perception and shadows.
If your child is showing special interest in their lessons, encourage them to think beyond the lessons and extending on the lesson. There are many videos and websites where students can go for
more information:
The ABC has short videos on a range of topics linked to Science, and can be found here… https://
education.abc.net.au/home#!/search/science%20for%20kids .
Another website is ZOOM, which is packed with fun and engaging activities for students to do independently or as part of a group. Using a multidisciplinary, content-based format, These resources
teach children how to take an active approach to learning—to ask questions, create, experiment,
and have fun! https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/zoom/
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Here are some photos of the Remote Learning that students shared with us this term.
Impressive rock collections!

Arosh, 2D

Tu, 2I
Things that we get from plants

Light Sources

Sam from 1B
Sabrina from 1G
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Recycling

Wahab from 3D

Sophie from 3C

Design and create your own animal

Visshnu 4D

Sehaj 4A
18

Samarbir 4B

Garry 4A

Generating Electricity – Make a machine!

Alizeh 5/6E

Yug 5/6C
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Sumayah 5/6C

COVID-19 Return to School Policy
Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to outline how our school will be managing risk relating to Coronavirus (COVID19) during key interactions between students, parents and staff during the return to school in Term 2, 2020.

Tarneit Rise Primary School is committed to providing a safe learning and working environment for our students and staff. We ask for the whole school community to follow this policy to enable us to provide the safest possible environment during this time. We all have a role to play in stopping the spread of COVID-19 in
Victoria.
Background
Tarneit Rise Primary School is following the advice from the Department of Education and Training including,
Health and safety advice for return to onsite learning in the context of COVID-19 which can be found on the
Department’s Coronavirus (COVID-19) website.
Scope
This policy applies to everyone in the Tarneit Rise Primary School community. This includes all members of
staff (principals, teachers and education support staff), all parents/carers who interact with the school and all
students. It also includes visitors to the school.
Requirements
Attendance on-site
The Department of Education and Training (DET) advises that:
Perhaps the most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19), is to ensure that any unwell staff, children and young people remain at home.
While the risk of transmission of the virus is very low, staff or students most at risk of severe illness should individually assess appropriateness for onsite attendance at this time with support from their medical practitioner.
As the main risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the school environment is between adults, it is
important that visitors to school grounds are limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services
and operations.
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This means that at our school:

All unwell staff and students must stay home.
Parents/carers of students with complex medical needs (including those with compromised immune systems),
should seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to support decision-making about whether on-site
education is suitable, noting that this advice may change depending on the status of the coronavirus (COVID19) pandemic in Victoria. This is in line with the DET Health Care Needs policy.
Visitors to school grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services and operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, specialist curriculum programs, maintenance workers).
Additional staff, including parent volunteers, are discouraged from attending school at this time.
Activities dependent on and involving parents are cancelled until further notice.
Any parents/carers wishing to discuss any matters with a staff member will use the options of either a
phone call or email. If a face-to face meeting is needed, it must meet the physical distancing
requirements of 1.5m between adults.
All interschool activities that involve onsite attendance by students from other schools will be cancelled.
School excursions, camps and other non-essential large gatherings will be postponed. School assemblies
will occur over Webex.
School arrival and departure
DET advises that:
As the main risk of introducing coronavirus (COVID-19) to the school environment is from adults, close proximity
between adult members of the school community should be avoided, particularly during school drop-off and pick
-up.

This means that at our school:
To minimise interaction of students and adults within the school the entry and exit points are:
Prep – 2

21

Years 3-6

We request that parents only enter the school grounds when essential to do so and to contact
the school by phone or email where appropriate instead
We ask that parents/carers do not to linger while picking up or dropping off students
We ask staff and parents/carers to observe physical distancing measures by not congregating in
areas inside or around the school
Hygiene
DET advises that:
Everyone can protect themselves and prevent the spread of coronavirus by continuing effective hand hygiene.
At our school:
All staff and students will undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to school, before and after
eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet. This will be directed or supervised

by staff where required.
Where soap and water are not readily available, hand sanitiser will be made available.
Students must bring their own water bottles to school for use (and refilling). Students are not allowed
to drink directly from drinking fountains at this time.
Staff and students are reminded to clean their mobile phones regularly. The Tarneit Rise Primary School
Mobile Phone Policy remains in place so students will not be handling their mobile phones during the
school day.
Sharing of food is not permitted.
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Specific arrangements for teaching and learning environments and break times
DET advises that:
Maintaining a physical distance of 1.5 metres will not always be practical in education settings. Physical distancing is most important between adults.
Reducing mixing between different cohorts (either classes or year levels) is recommended as a precautionary
measure to minimise risk of spread of transmission and aid containment in the rare event of a confirmed
case of coronavirus (COVID-19) on site.
At our school we will:
separate different classes or year levels when outdoors
keep windows and doors open to promote fresh air flow indoors

maximise the use of outdoor learning areas or environments with enhanced ventilation where possible
and as practical depending on weather conditions
students and staff will largely remain in the same classroom areas where possible rather than moving for
particular classes from room to room
staff will maintain physical distancing as much as practical when working in a classroom together
School offices and staff facilities
DET advises that:
As the greatest risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the school environment is between adults,
close proximity between staff will be avoided where possible and especially in offices and staff rooms.
At our school we will:
Spread staff workstations out as much as possible and limit the number of staff in offices, re-locating
staff to other spaces (e.g. library or unused classrooms)].
We will remind staff, parents and carers to maintain physical distancing from each other as much as possible in the reception, staff room and offices.
Cleaning and facilities management
DET advises that:
Environmental cleaning, coupled with regular hand hygiene, remains important to reduce the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission.
At our school we will:
Continue extension of routine environmental cleaning, including progressive cleaning throughout the day to
ensure that risks of transmission are reduced for high-touch services. See Department information about
Access to cleaning supplies and services.
Carefully consider the necessity of using shared items or equipment e.g.: shared computers, class sets of
teaching and learning materials, musical instruments etc at this time.
Practicing hand hygiene immediately before and after use of shared equipment
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Sport and recreation
DET advises that:
In line with community advice, reasonable precautions are still advised to reduce the risk of coronavirus
(COVID-19) transmission in the context of sport and recreation.
Playground equipment can be used. However, students will be directed to practise hand hygiene before
and after
use.
Wherever possible, outdoor facilities will be used for physical education and recreational play.
Where indoor facilities are used, we will limit the number of students.
Swimming and aquatic facilities will not be used.
We will encourage non-contact sports at this time. Hand hygiene will be practiced before and after use of
any sporting equipment.
Provision of routine care and first aid
DET advises that:
Physical distancing is not practical when providing direct care. In this situation standard precautions, including
hand hygiene, are important for infection control.
At our school:
Standard precautions as per DET Infectious Diseases policy and Tarneit Rise Primary School First Aid Policy will
be followed when providing first aid. For example, we will use gloves and an apron when dealing with blood
or body fluids/substances.
Hand hygiene will be practiced before and after performing routine care or first aid.
Additional Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), for example face masks, is not required to provide routine
care or first aid for students who are well, unless such precautions are usually adopted in the routine care of
an individual student.

Management of an unwell student or staff member
DET advises that:
It is important that any staff member or student who becomes unwell while at school returns home. While it is
unlikely that a staff member or student who is unwell with flu-like symptoms will have coronavirus (COVID-19)
there are some sensible steps schools can take while a student awaits collection by a parent or carer as a precaution.
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This means that at our school:

Staff and students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), such as fever, cough
or sore throat, will be isolated in an appropriate space with suitable supervision and collected by a parent
carer as soon as possible. Urgent medical attention will be sought where needed. Unwell students will not
be permitted to travel home unsupervised.
Where staff or students are experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus, we will ensure hand hygiene,
physical distancing and (where possible) use of a face mask. See DET guidance for the use of Personal Protective
Equipment in education.
Health care plans, where relevant, should be updated to provide additional advice on monitoring and
identification of the unwell child in the context of coronavirus (COVID-19).
If a staff member is unsure whether a student is unwell in the first instance we will contact the parent
carer to discuss
any concerns about the health status of the student, and we will take a precautionary approach, r
questing the
parent/carer to collect their child if concerns remain. A trained staff member may take the temperature of
the student, where appropriate, to support decision-making. Gloves will be worn for the purpose of taking
a temperature.
Staff or students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19) should be encouraged to
seek the advice of their healthcare professional who can advise on next steps. A medical certificate is not
required to return to school after a period of illness, however staff and students should not return until
symptoms resolve.
If a student spreads droplets (for example by sneezing, coughing or vomiting), surfaces will be immediately
cleaned with disinfectant wipes or spray (and using gloves).

Managing a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19
DET has comprehensive procedures in place with the Department of Health and Human Services to manage suspected or confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in schools.
We will contact the Department of Health and Human Services on 1300 651 160 to discuss what to do next if
a student or staff member:



is a confirmed case
has been in close contact with a confirmed case

We will inform the Department by making an IRIS incident alert.
DHHS defines ‘close contact’ as someone who has either:
had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with a confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19)
shared a closed space for more than two hours with someone who is a confirmed case.
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Further information and resources:
DET Coronavirus (COVID-19) website:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/Pages/coronavirus-advice-schools.aspx
DHHS Coronavirus (COVID-19) website:
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
DET Infectious Diseases Policy:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/pages/infectiousdiseases.aspx

DET Health Care Needs Policy
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/pages/healthcareneeds.aspx
Talking to your child about COVID-19:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/covid-19/talking-to-your-child
during-coronavirus.docx

Department of Education and Training COVID-19 Advice Line – 1800 338 663
Department of Health and Human Services Coronavirus hotline – 1800 675 398 (24 hours, 7 days a
week)

Review
This policy was last updated on 5th June 2020 and will be reviewed weekly until the end of Term 2
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