creating citizens for the future: compassionate, curious and strong.
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Dear Parents and Carers,
Yesterday was the day we had all been waiting for. The day we were all onsite, together, connected,
learning, and having fun. We are so thankful!
As you would be aware, the Premier has announced that as onsite learning resumes for all prep – grade 6
children, remote learning will cease from today.
The Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer has advised that in most cases, the presence of common conditions
of childhood, such as asthma, epilepsy or Type 1 diabetes, should not preclude a student from attending
face-to-face learning. Any student with a chronic medical condition should seek advice from their medical
practitioner about attending school onsite at different stages in the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
Given most of these conditions are rare in children, and that that current coronavirus (COVID-19) numbers
are very low, it should be an uncommon event for a child to be determined by a medical practitioner to be
unable to return to school due to an ongoing medical reason raising concerns about coronavirus
(COVID-19), outside of an acute illness.
The school is taking many precautions to keep children and staff safe including:













Increased cleaning provision. Additional cleaners have been employed to clean high touch areas
throughout the day, including play equipment, tables, chairs, door handles, light switches and
toilets.
All children are to bring their own drink bottles to school. Drinking fountains and bubble taps are not
currently operational.
No parents are allowed onsite to minimise the number of people in the school yard.
Only prep and grade 1 children are collected from the school yard after school, and will be collected
from different points around the school. All other children will be collected from the community oval
next to the school, again to minimise the number of people in the school yard.
All adults in the school are wearing face masks, unless teaching, and many children are also wearing
masks.
Hand sanitiser is provided in each room and children are explicitly taught hand hygiene and cough/
sneeze etiquette.
All staff have completed infectious prevention training.
The school gates are opening earlier in the morning to allow for a staggered drop off to minimise the
number of people congregating.
The school is not hiring out our facilities to external user groups.
Visitors onsite are limited.

We do want to reassure you that the health and safety of our children and staff is a very high priority.
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School starts at 8.45am each day. All three school entry points (Rifflebird, Cloverdale and the community
oval) will be supervised from 8.20am for drop off. Parents and carers will not be permitted into the school
yard in the morning and we do ask that families leave as soon as children are safely in the school yard to
minimise congestion at the entry points.
At the end of each day the gates will be opened at 2.45pm for parents /carers to come and wait for the
children at their pick up spots. Only one parent or carer can come inside the yard to pick up children, again to
minimise congestion. Children will be leaving their classroom at 3.10pm and may be collected from the same
pick up spots as last term between 3.15 and 3.25pm:








Preps – along the soccer pitch
Grade 1 – on the netball court A, B, C, D, I, J, K, L
Grade 1 – Down ball courts (Cloverdale entry) E, F, G, H
Grade 2 – External Soccer oval
Grade 3 – Pavilion
Grade 4 - Pavilion
Grade 5/6 – Pavilion

Older siblings will be with the youngest sibling at their pick up point so parents only need to go to the one
place for pick up.
Please note children cannot be collected as they are walking to their pick up spot. Students will only be
dismissed from their pick up point.
Term 4 is important for every Victorian student, and our teachers will strive to deliver high-quality learning
for everyone. The focus for Term 4 is on making sure that every student is supported in their wellbeing,
learning and transition needs.
Please be assured we will be focused on three key priorities in Term 4:
Mental health and wellbeing - Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of
every student and member of staff. This means effectively mobilising all available resources to support our
most vulnerable students and enabling staff to access the relevant support services.
Learning and excellence - Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning
environment, others have maintained their learning progress, and some have fallen behind, despite their best
efforts and those of their families and teachers. Our priority will be supporting both those who need it to
catch up and those who have progressed to continue to extend their learning.
Transitions - We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from kindergarten
into Prep and the Grade 6s moving into Year 7.
Once children have settled into school we will be assessing children to determine their current levels of
learning in reading, writing and maths. Following this we have our final pupil free day on Thursday October
22nd to plan for the rest of the term and identify those children who may need extra support or extension,
following two terms of remote learning.
Children will not be required at school on Thursday October 22 nd. Friday October 23rd is also a public holiday.
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Outside school hours care
For returning families requiring before and after care as of next week, please email Rob at
tarneitrise@bigchildcare.com or text to 0421 156 450. Those families with permanent bookings, be assured
your child’s place has been held and the notification of attendance is to purely assist us with rostering.
We are also excited to be launching our Breakfast Club this week. Breakfast Club will operate from 8.00am
every Thursday and Friday and all children are welcome to attend. If you would like your child to be involved
please have them come to the library between 8.00am and 8.40am on Thursday and/or Friday. We will be
serving cereal, porridge, baked beans, toast, fruit juice and milo. Breakfast Club is a great way to start the day
in the company of others and eating a delicious breakfast.
Have a great week
Nadia, Sarah and Missy
Term Four Dates 2020
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2020 Parent Opinion Survey
WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is
conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of
parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and
experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help
inform and direct future school planning and improvement
strategies.
All parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are
anonymous. This year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 12th October
to Friday 13th November. Please check Compass for the link and instructions.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed
at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or
smartphones. The online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English.
These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish,
Punjabi and Greek.
Thankyou.
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