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creating citizens for the future: compassionate, curious and strong.
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Growth

Dear Parent and Carers,
We have somehow reached the end of another term and what a fantastic term it has been! Our staff have
been working very hard, analysing student data, planning learning experiences and supporting children in
their learning. Our children have been working equally as hard to achieve their learning goals and to show us
every day that they embody our school values of Growth, Kindness, Respect and Responsibility. We are so
proud of them!
Reports
Our teachers have also been assessing our children’s learning over the past few weeks and writing their
reports, which will be available on Compass this Friday afternoon. You will receive an email to let you know
that the reports are made live on the portal. I will be running a parent information session regarding reports
in the Art room at 2:30 pm on Friday for anyone that is new to reports and would like some further
information. If you would like to attend, please enter the school via the office and you will be ushered to the
Art Room.
Student-Led Conferences
Our Tarneit Rise Primary School Student-Led Conferences will be held on Thursday 18th July. This will be a
great opportunity for your child to present what they have been learning and how they are progressing with
their learning goals. You have the opportunity to book a time with your child’s classroom teacher and their
specialist teachers. The booking system has now gone live and many families have now booked in for their
conferences. Children will finish school at 12:15 pm on that day. Out of School Hours Care will be operating
and students can be booked in from 12:15 pm.
Bastille Day
Thank you so much to Madame Wale, Madame Mick and all of the children, staff and families that worked
together to make Bastille Day the success that it was this week. There is a feature later in this newsletter
detailing some specifics about the day. Tres biene merci to all!
Chocolate Fundraiser
Thank you to everyone who sold boxes of chocolates as part of our major fundraiser. We have not finished
counting the money but we predict that there will be a substantial amount to help us to install a new sound
system in the gymnasium, and all children and families (and community groups) will benefit from this
investment. Congratulations to Julia Blazeski (“Ms B”) who won the “Guess how many chocolates”
competition, and to Solomon Luamanu, who won the 10 kg block of chocolate!
With the end of the financial year just around the corner why not consider making a tax deductable donation to
our library fund. Payments can be made at the office and a receipt will be issued. All donations will help grow
our library.
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Facilities and Grounds
Our relocatable building has been placed and connected this week, which is great news. We are very hopeful
that this classroom will be ready for our new grade class for the first week of Term 3, as well as our new 3/4
class that we will be creating due to increased enrolment in these year levels.
We are happy to let you now that the gaga pit has now been completed! The children are having a wonderful
time playing gaga ball in the pit and, for some, learning the rules of the game for the first time. The student
leaders are currently rostered on to support students at the pit, as they learn the rules of the game. Due to
how popular the Gaga pit is, we have implemented a timetable for playing in the pit. From Term 3, the
timetable will be:
o Mondays – Grade 5/6s
o Tuesdays – Grade 3/4s
o Wednesdays – Grade 2s
o Thursdays – Grade 1s
o Fridays – Grade Preps
Staffing
We are very pleased to announce the provisional appointment of four new staff members. Renee Glanville
will be taking over in PH, Allison Pattenden will be teaching Grade 2D, Kenneth Igba will be teaching Grade
3/4 F and Melike Gunsan will be taking on a number of responsibilities within the school. We are very excited
to have such highly skilled teachers joining our team who have shown us that they embody our school values
of kindness, respect, responsibility and growth. We know that they can’t wait to meet our children, families
and staff.
Enrolments
We are now accepting enrolments for 2020 and we would like these finalised by August. If you have a child
starting school next year, or know someone who does, please collect an enrolment form from the front office
and return it at your earliest convenience. Our school has a very strict school zone and this can be found at
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
We are only able to accept children who reside in our zone or siblings of children already enrolled.
Farewell Miss Newman
This is Miss Newman’s last week with us for now, as she embarks upon a big adventure. Miss Newman is
relocating to Western Australia. Stephanie has been an asset to our school this year, guiding her Prep H children
in their first two terms of school in a kind and diligent way. She has also been a kind and supportive member of
her professional learning community, collaborating with and supporting her team members in PLC Prep. We
wish Steph all the best of luck for the next chapter of her life and thank her for her wonderful contribution to
TRPS.
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Children playing Fortnite at home
Some of our children have spoken to us about playing Fortnite at home. Fortnite is an online video game where
characters kill other characters and win the game once all other players have been killed. The game is rated 12
plus and is not recommended to be played by any children under this age. Below, we have included an article
that details the concerns about Fortnite, including the impact that playing it can have on young children. The
article also includes support for families who have realised the negative impact that such games can have and
are trying to discourage their children from playing it.
More Evidence Fortnite Is Bad for Your Child’s Health
By Suzanne Kane Source: www.psychcentral.com
The world’s most popular online video game costs nothing to play, is available on seven different platforms,
has more than 200 million registered players worldwide, and its CEO is now worth over $7 billion. Launched
in the summer of 2017, Fortnite has blown away the competition to become the go-to video game for any
serious or would-be gamer. Fortnite may also be responsible for a serious decline in your child’s health as
evidence mounts about the effects on kids obsessed with playing.
How Electronic Gaming Addiction Affects Families
Dr. Gadhia-Smith a psychotherapist in Washington, D.C. who specializes in addictions, recovery and
relationship issues, acknowledges that electronic gaming addiction is on the rise. She says she has worked
with numerous families who are experiencing the phenomenon of their sons and daughters being addicted
to online video games, particularly Fortnite. Parents are understandably frustrated over what to do.
What Repeated Electronic Device Use Does to the Brain
Continuous daily use of electronics is taking children’s attention away from healthier activities, such as
playing sports, interacting with friends on a face-to-face basis and more. According to Gadhia-Smith, this
non-stop use of electronics is changing the human brain. “It is causing changes in the prefrontal cortex,
especially affecting young developing brains.”
What about the addictive aspect of such use? “Part of the addictive component involves a continuous
release of dopamine,” she says. “Every time someone gets a notification on their phone, or attends to their
electronic game, there is another release of dopamine, thereby increasing very addictive behaviors and
natural endo-chemicals produced by our own biochemistry. Children are literally addicted to them.”
What happens when young people remain glued to their video game screens and dismiss or avoid other
activities in order to continue playing? “If children are continuously attached to machines, then they lack
normal human development and the capacity to integrate the full range of human interaction. We see
reduced vocabularies, a lessening capacity for healthy social interaction, communication, and reduced social
skills and capacity to form and sustain healthy relationships.”

Warning about Violent Video Games
Gadhia-Smith has a special warning concerning the effects of violent video games on young minds.
“With video gaming that includes violence, violence becomes normalized and acceptable,” she says. “People
become desensitized to violence, and lose the capacity to understand what it really means. As evidenced by
gang violence and rampant use of guns by mass shooters, we are witnessing a change in the value of human
life. To the extent that violent games contribute to this, as well as movies and other media, we need to
closely examine what we are feeding the minds of our young people. Whatever they are feeding their minds
is likely to come out in their lives.”
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What Parents Can Do
Gadhia-Smith offers the following advice for parents on how to combat their child’s Fortnite
obsession:
Limit children’s’ time with electronics in their leisure time.
Facilitate face-to-face human interaction, including sports, which will help children to achieve more
balance.
Sports provide your children with a healthy outlet for competitive energy, teamwork, and learning
how to get along with other people.
Sports also is a way for your kids to release aggression in a healthy manner.
Find something healthy that will attract them even more than the video games. Help them to find
fun and healthy activities that surpasses the pleasure that they get from the game.
Try gradually reducing their time on the game. “If you can slowly reduce the time that they spend
each day, perhaps without them even knowing it, you may be able to bring the monster down to a
manageable size if they are going to continue playing at all.”
Please remember that school finishes at 2:30 pm on Friday to mark the end of the school term. We wish
you all the very best for a happy and safe holiday. See you back at school on Monday 15th July.
Warm Regards,
Sarah and Nadia
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Congratulations to all of our preps for a fabulous term. The prep team are so proud of all of the growth they
have made.
Through our MSL writing, our new heart word for the week was ‘you’ and our letters were ‘W’ and ‘X’. We
have now covered all the letters in the alphabet (YAY). We have also been practising the writing skills of
stretching and fingerspelling.
In maths we have been learning about patterns and how they are in the world around us. We were
exploring patterns through colours, music, dances and shapes.
For language experience we were really lucky to have an incursion from Ceres. They taught us that there are
many different types of seeds and that seeds need air, water and sun to grow. We were then given the
opportunity to make our own pots out of newspaper. In our pots we put soil and lettuce seeds. Lettuce
hope they will grow.
Next term, we really want to encourage that all children attend school every single day. This is really
important as we do not want them to miss out on core learning. Every day counts!
What the Preps can do over the holidays:
said

- Keep up the fabulous reading and record all the nights in their reader
- Practice their heart words
Next term is a big term so rest up! We cannot wait to see you all again in term 3.
The Prep team.
are

to

do

my
of
they
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What a term we have had in PLC 1! We are so proud of the growth our students have made this semester.
We are looking forward to Student Led Conferences so that students can share their learning goals with you
and celebrate what they have achieved already this year.
In numeracy, students have been learning addition and subtraction strategies. Students are now practising
to apply these strategies to solve worded problems. Next term we are beginning our unit on telling the time.
In reading, we have been learning to make text to self-connections to help make the text more meaningful.
Students have been stopping to think about what is happening in the text or how the character is feeling
and connecting to their own experiences. The following thinking stems help students make connections
when they are reading:
- This reminds me of when I…
- I felt similar when…
- I had a similar experience when…
In writing, students have been learning to write procedure texts. Last week, we had our billy cart incursion.
Students learnt about the procedure to design, build and test billy carts and other vehicles. Students worked
together to race around in billy carts. It was so much fun! From this, students wrote procedure texts about
their experiences. Next term we look forward to starting our narrative unit.

This week, you will receive a letter with a list of suggested activities that you could complete over the
holidays. We hope you all have a lovely, well deserved break!
Grade one team.
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Wow! Where did the term go?!
It is hard to imagine that we are half way through grade two! The students have worked so hard this term,
learning about a variety of topics such as features of non-fiction texts, writing information reports, poetry,
completing surveys and collecting data, addition and subtraction and about our local area Tarneit. The
students can be commended for their hard work and diligence this term.
As a part of their learning, last Friday the grade two students visited Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre in
Geelong. The students learned about the Indigenous meaning of country and how the Indigenous
community pays respect and relies on country. They also learned about many traditional customs such as
song and dance for storytelling and the ways in which the land was used to make items for survival and to
sustain life. Students completed a walk of country and saw native animals including kangaroos and emus.
Some students were even lucky enough to pat the kangaroos! Students also participated in boomerang
throwing. We are pretty sure we have discovered some hidden talents!
We would like to express our thanks to our grade two families for their continued support this term. It is
such a privilege to work together with families to help our students reach their personal best.
Have a safe and enjoyable break!
Grade two team.
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Grade 3-6
News

Community

Thank you so much to everyone for your continued support in what has been another great term of
learning!
We have had a couple of special events over the past couple of weeks. The grade 3/4 students
participated in the Proactivity Fun & Fitness incursion last Thursday to conclude this term's focus on Health.
Everyone had a great time and particularly enjoyed their Subway lunch!
We would like to congratulate the 5/6s on a very successful Market Day, where they raised $500 to go
towards books for our school Library. We are very proud of the way they researched, developed their
business and conducted themselves during the sales.
Going into next term, we will have a focus on the following topics:
- Reading: Predicting, Clarifying, Questioning & Summarising
- Writing: Writing Explanations & Biographies
- Maths: Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication & Division
- History: Australian History
In addition to this, we will be participating in our school swimming program, so please keep an eye out for
more information regarding this.
We hope everyone has a restful & well deserved break, and we look forward to seeing everyone back ready
to go next term!
The 3-6 team.
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Student absence
If your child is absent an explanation must be provided to the school. There are a few options for providing
this information;
 Call the school on 7002 6580 and press option 2 to leave a message. Clearly state your child’s name,
class and reason for absence.
 Email: tarneit.rise.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Late arrivals
School starts at 8:45 am and at Tarneit Rise we believe Every Minute Counts. If your child arrives at school
after 8:50 they must receive a late pass from the office. This will ensure their attendance is correctly
entered.
Hot Lunches
Please ensure your child always has their lunch and snacks provided in their bags before school. We cannot
accept hot food or take-away meals at the office. If you would like your child to have hot food then please
use a thermal container so it can stay warm until lunchtime. Please ensure you are packing spoons and forks
if required for your child’s food.
Sickbay
We highly recommend that all children have a spare pair for clothing kept in their bags in case of toileting
accidents at school. We suggest packing a pair of black tracksuit pants, socks and underwear.
We would like to remind families that the Department of Education and Training does not provide personal
accident insurance or ambulance cover for students. We highly recommend that families have their own
Ambulance coverage/insurance, and please ensure that we have up to date details at the front office in case
of an emergency.
Change of contact details
If your contact details have changed please come to the office to fill out a form as it is important that we
have the correct contact details on file in case of an emergency.
Lost Property
Near the entrance of each learning pod you will find a large grey laundry basket for lost property. Please
ensure your child’s items are clearly marked with their name so that they can be easily returned.
Please check that your children are coming home with the correct items. If they bring home an item with
someone else’s name, please return it to the office.
Book Bags

Book Bags are now available at Rushford’s in Werribee. We have a limited number available at the office.
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Students of the week 19th June
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Term 2 Dates

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

23

24

25

26
Bastille Day

27
Prep H &
Prep D
student led
conference

28
Last day of
term 2.
School
finishes @
2:30pm

29

30

July 1
School
Holidays

2
School
Holidays

3
School
Holidays

4
School
Holidays

5
School
Holidays

6

7

8
School
Holidays

9
School
Holidays

10
School
Holidays

11
School
Holidays

12
School
Holidays

13

14

15
Start of Term
3.

16

20

22

26

27

28

29
Father’s Day
Stall

31

August 1

2

3

4

5

23
Whole
School
Sports Day
30
Human
Rights
forum
6

18
Student led
conference
(school
finishes at
12:00pm
25

19
Pupil free
day

21

17
Junior
leadership
excursion
Parliament
house
24

7

8
Prep Zoo
Excursion
PREP
A,B,C,D,E,G

9
Prep Zoo
Excursion
PREP
F,H,I,J,K

10

If you or someone you know is completing a Certificate IV in Education Support
If you are completing a Certificate IV in Education Support and require a placement school, Tarneit Rise Primary
School is happy to consider offering you the opportunity to complete your placement in our nurturing
environment.
Prior to completing a placement at our school, all education support students are required to participate in
an education support student induction. Our next scheduled induction is booked for Monday August 26
between 9:15am and 11:00am. This is ONLY available to individuals who are currently enrolled in a Certificate
IV in Education Support and who are invited to attend- only those on the attendance list will be able to
participate.
To receive an invite to our education support student induction, you will need to email the school at
tarneit.rise.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au and await a response. Please also pass this information to those you know
who are completing a Certificate IV in
Education Support, and require a placement school.
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2019
Dear Parents/Carers,
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Tarneit Rise Primary School is again very excited
to be participating.
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children in recognition of the importance of reading for literacy
development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by
1st September 2019.
Students from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. The majority (20) of these books must be selected from the Premiers’ Reading Challenge (PRC)
booklist. Students from Year 3 to Year 6 are encouraged to read 15 books with 10 selected from the PRC
booklist. This booklist is available by following this link:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/booklist.aspx and can be sourced from the school
library, your local library, the classroom and home.
To kick-start the Challenge, you are invited to join us in the library on Thursday mornings for ‘Story Time’ at
8:30am during Term 2. The picture story book titles read during these sessions will be posted online for you
to add to your child’s Years P-2 list.
Once students have read their books, they must be entered online on the official website. We ask for your
support and assistance with this while the school’s PRC representative, Mrs Parker, will be responsible for
verifying all books at the conclusion of the challenge. Please keep track of the books your child has read and
enter them onto your child’s online record, using the following link:
https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/challenger/WebLogin.aspx
Your Child’s Username: (This is your child’s student ID number.)
Password: tarneitrise1
Please be patient should you experience any problem logging your child on, with the school’s population
rapidly growing. Do not hesitate to email me directly at parker.petra.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
All students who successfully meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the
Victorian Premier. Parental consent forms are not required for children to participate in the Challenge as from
2019 there is no longer an online Honour Roll.
This is a great opportunity for all students to extend or discover a love of reading and we look forward to
working in partnership with you to make this happen.
Happy Reading,
Petra Parker
(Library Days Thursdays and Fridays)
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Recycle & win…
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Dear parents/caregivers,
As the term comes to an end and students will be away from school for 2 weeks I’d like to draw your
attention to the TED talk below around the benefits of activity and exercise. The video discusses the impact
of exercise on mood and attention level and also the impact of play and exercise on test results. See video
link below.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBSVZdTQmDs

Run, Jump, Learn! How Exercise can Transform our
Schools: John J. Ratey, MD at TEDxManhattanBeach YouTube
www.youtube.com
While exercise in good for the body, Dr. John J. Ratey,
MD, argues it is more important for the brain,
especially when it comes to students in the
classroom....

Next term we will have the Schools Athletics Carnival on the 23rd August with the District Athletics (Gr3-6)
occurring the week after on the 29th August at the VU Athletics Track (near Werribee Mercy Hospital)
Have a great break
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WELLBEING AT TARNEIT RISE PS
My name is Sue Jensen and I am the Wellbeing Counsellor at Tarneit Rise PS. I will be available on Mondays
and Tuesdays and look forward to getting to know you. I am sure you are all getting ready for our school
holidays and I wanted to give you some tips for ‘positive parenting’.
Here’s how to make ‘positive parenting’ happen :
1. Distract your child from engaging in behaviour you don’t like – instead actively engage them in a
diversion. For example, play a game, read a book, go for a walk.
2. Use humour and playfulness – communicate requests with humour, transform work into play. For
example, play a game of ‘toss the laundry into the basket’.
3. Ignore misbehaviour and focus on your child’s good behaviour.
4. Explain the rules and have two-way conversations about standards. This way you can address the
child’s questions and concerns.
5. Find ways to say ‘yes’ – saying ‘no’ can fuel resentment and resistance, and criticism can trigger
feelings of hopelessness. Help them find acceptable alternatives.
Empathize with children, offer them warmth and support, and create situations that make it easier for kids to
behave co-operatively and constructively (Gardner et al. 1999; Boeldt et al. 2012).
Studies show that children with conduct problems are more likely to improve if their parents abandon harsh
discipline practices in favour of ‘positive parenting’ techniques (Furlong et al. 2012).
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Our school has been selected to participate in a project, ‘A human rights approach to
diversity and inclusion for Victorian schools’, which commenced term 1 2019.
The project is a partnership between the Department of Education (the Department)
and the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission (the Commission).

On July 30th we will be holding a community forum. This forum will make sure Tarneit
Rise welcomes every student, their families and the wider community, and is a place
where every student can learn as much possible, feel safe and be the best they can be.

Last year our school community worked hard to develop our Mission, Vision and Values.
As our school has tripled in size it is important to review our values so that our entire
community reflects a school culture that promotes inclusion and wellbeing for all. This
community forum will give students and their parents or carers information about
students’ human rights and the role that our school plays in making sure these rights are
protected. The community forum will also give information about how we can all play a
part in making our school inclusive for everyone.

JULY
Click on the link to confirm
your attendance.
https://forms.gle/xw8VjzEb
663pdVUq7
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