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Dear Parents and Carers,  

We can’t believe that the term is rushing past so quickly! The trees are blossoming and we are loving the 

beautiful spring weather. 

Next week teachers will be spending time in their professional learning communities (PLCs) to plan for 

term four. Term four will be filled with lots more school celebrations including a school concert, and sports 

day. 

As a school community we are very proud of who we are and what we are achieving.  Our Annual 

Implementation goals are to build a strong, connected, school community and for our children to achieve 

higher than expected outcomes in English. This second goal is all about children achieving their personal 

best and making at least twelve months of learning growth each year. 

We feel we are well on our way to achieving our goals!  

As a school we have high expectations of our learners and aim to develop a strong sense of community and 

inclusion so all children, all families, all staff feel safe, like they belong, are recognised and can contribute. 

Our staff are highly committed to this and have been undertaking a lot of extra professional learning to 

help us achieve our gaol. 

 Miss Ryan and Miss Franzoni are working with other schools and staff from the Department of 

Education on an Intercultural Capability project   

 Miss McFarlane, Miss Glover, Miss Agathangelou,  Miss Morren, Mrs Blazeski and Mrs Mahmood 

have/are all attending professional learning on autism and inclusion 

 All staff have completed professional learning in the Disability Standards for Education.  

 We have been attending professional learning around Human Rights, Disability Inclusion and 

Aboriginal Cultural Inclusion.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture has existed in this land for around 50,000 years. The 

uniqueness of these cultures and the wisdom and knowledge embedded in them, are things to be highly 

valued by all Australians. Our junior school councillors have worked with our local Koorie Education 

Support Officers to develop our very own acknowledgement of our first nation’s people that is said at 

assembly each week: 

We respectfully acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the people of the Kulin Nation, and pay 

our respects to the elders both past, present and future for they hold the memories, the traditions, the 

culture and hope of Aboriginal Australia. We must always remember that under the concrete and asphalt 

this land is, was, and always will be, traditional Aboriginal land. We also recognise those whose ongoing 

efforts to protect and promote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures will leave a lasting legacy for 

future elders and leaders. 
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You will also have noticed the three flags that proudly fly in our school: the 

Australian flag, the Aboriginal flag and the Torres Strait Island flag. 

Next year we will be working with our Koorie Education Support Officers to 

name our four ‘houses’ using traditional Aboriginal names, they are currently 

named Yellow, Green, Red and Blue 

 

 

2019 enrolments  

We are super excited to be receiving our 2019 enrolments and growing our school. We have also begun 

the recruitment process of teachers for next year. Staffing is very dependent on student numbers, so to 

plan accurately for staff we need accurate student numbers. If you have a prep- grade 6 child beginning 

school next year, or know someone who does, please ensure all enrolments are finalised by the end of 

term so we can accurately plan for 2019. 

Every Minute Counts 
You may have read in the Herald Sun last week, an article raising concerns over the amount of time children 

are spending away from school due to families taking holidays. Parents may think that it is ok to miss a 

week or two of learning, after all it’s only prep, or grade 1 or grade 2. However these are critical years of a 

child’s development and for their learning. If a child misses a week or two of learning they may miss a 

whole unit of maths that is being taught, that won’t be taught again until the following year. This leaves 

enormous gaps in their learning, that is really hard to ‘catch up’. Children will also miss new sounds and 

‘heart’ words that are being introduced and taught each week, which will then make it harder for them to 

write, and read. Every day is an important day of learning  at Tarneit Rise and the early years of schooling 

(prep, grade one and grade two) are critical years.  Family holidays should be taken during the term breaks 

so children are not missing important learning time.  Please note family holidays will be recorded as 

‘unapproved’.  We have included the term holiday dates in this newsletter so you can pre-plan or book any family 

holidays during the holidays. 

Pick My Project 

Tarneit Rise was successful in making it through the first stage of Pick My Project. We submitted an application for a 

playground for our school. In order to win people need to vote on our project. This can be friends, neighbours, family 

members etc. 

Please head to https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sports-and-recreation-

shared-facility-in-tarneit-west and help support Tarneit Rise in this bid to win. 

 There is less than two weeks left to vote. Please register and vote for our new playground! 

Road safety: 

We would like to remind all of our families to obey all parking signage, and remember as adults we are role models 

for our children. We do not want to be giving them the wrong messages about safety, or about the way we 

treat/speak to others. Please display kindness and consideration in all interactions with others including not 

parking over our neighbours’ driveways. We have been concerned when we see parents/carers double parking to 

drop their children off, then have children run across the road – rather than use the crossing and children exiting the 

car on the road side instead of the safer option of using the street side to exit. We were most upset today when one 

of our students was nearly hit by a car doing this. Our children are so very precious, and we must ensure their safety 

 

https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sports-and-recreation-shared-facility-in-tarneit-west
https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sports-and-recreation-shared-facility-in-tarneit-west


at all times.  The staff car park is for staff only. Please do not use the car park. Please park along Hummingbird 

Boulevard, or Coverdale Road or in the sports pavilion along Hummingbird Boulevard if there is no parking along 

Rifflebird Drive. A few extra steps to walk, not only promotes physical activity and good heath, but also keeps our 

children safe.   

Uniform 

We are so very proud of our school and our uniform unites us as one community. Please ensure your child is in the 

correct school uniform and wearing the right combination of uniform items: 

Sports Uniform 

 Windcheater (black and teal with logo) 

 Black track pants/black shorts/skorts 

 Back and teal polo top (long or short sleeved) 

 White or black socks  with runners (black if possible) 

Academic uniform 

 White striped shirt with logo (long or short sleeved) 

 Grey pants (please note the grey pants are not track pants and are dark grey) 

 Black pullover (jumper) with logo 

 Black cardigan with logo 

 Tunic (summer/winter) 

 White or black socks with black shoes 

The soft shelled jacket may be worn with either the spots or academic uniform. A black hat with the logo must be 

worn in terms 1 and 4. Please remember to clearly name all items of school uniform.  

Please remember that school finishes for term three on September 21 at 2.30pm. 

Nadia and Sarah 

 

Prep Community News 
 
In reading, Prep students are exploring non-fiction texts. They have been 
identifying the features of non-fiction texts and will be using checklists to 
decide if a book is fiction or non-fiction. Students are able to recognise 
that non-fiction texts tell us real information. We read these types of 
books to learn and get information about a topic.  
It is important students have an understanding of non-fiction texts as this 
will greatly assist with our writing for the next few weeks, so we 
encourage parents and carers to look through the Home Help note to 
encourage discussions regarding non-fiction texts when doing your home 
reading. 
 
In writing, students will be writing information reports. Students have learnt the difference between a fact and an 
opinion and have written facts about people we know and class toys. In the coming weeks students will be writing 
about animals and other topics of their choice. Students are encouraged to talk about different topics and verbalise 
facts about these topics. 
 



In numeracy, we have started our unit on time. Prep students have been learning the days of 
the week and months of the year in order. We will also be learning how to tell the time to 
the hour on an analogue clock and a digital clock as well as the duration of familiar events 
like how long is a day of school, or how long are our holidays?  
                                                  
 

 
Fire Safety Incursion 
The preps also had an exciting visit from fire fighters from the Truganina CFA. The fire fighters spoke to students 
about: 
- calling triple 000 in an emergency 
- having fire alarms in our house  
- if there is smoke get down low and go go go (crawl) 
- meet the emergency services at the letter box  
Students had a great time learning all about fire safety and what to do in an emergency! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/2 Community News 

What an exciting past few weeks the 1/2s have had!  

Last week we were delighted to have a visit from ‘Don’t Move Puppet Theatre’. The students watched a 
puppet show and participated their very own puppet-making workshop, which taught them how to make 
their own stick puppets and set designs from scratch using materials from around the house! The incursion 
linked nicely with our Design and Technology unit and the students are inspired to use the knowledge 
gained from the incursion to design and create their next lot of puppets.  



 

This week in numeracy the students have begun their unit on Location and Transformation where they will 
be looking at position and direction language and creating their own maps. 

In reading and writing, the students have been focusing on narratives and have been having fun identifying 
the language features and structure of narratives as well as developing their own character profiles in their 
writer’s notebook. The students have also begun drafting their personal narrative based on their first day 
at Tarneit Rise Primary School.  

We are looking forward to what the final weeks of term 3 bring! 

From the 1/2 Team 

A message from Mr Marley 

PE 

Following on from Basketball over the past two weeks in PE, students have been completing a unit of gymnastics with 

a focus on improving students balance by activating the vestibular system (see video link below). To activate the 

vestibular system we have been working on our forward rolls and other exercises which involve students becoming 

inverted. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C9XsWASGeg 

Static and Dynamic Balance are integral elements of any sport but particularly key in ball sports. The ability to react 

successfully to the movement/flight of a ball is often predicated by being in a balanced starting position. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C9XsWASGeg


School sport                                           

Sports day 2018 

In Term four we will holding our first ever Tarneit Rise Sports Day. The day will take place on Friday 2nd November 

between 9am-3pm. The School is making this an invitational event for parents, caregivers and relatives to attend 

either as a helper or as a spectator.    

Students will be organised into their ‘House Groups’ (yellow, green, red or blue) and will be asked to wear their 

colours on the day. Teachers will make sure that children (and families) know what house they are in well before the 

event.  

The events will focus on the skills the children have learned in PE this year, in particular throwing, jumping and 

running. While scores are recorded, and there will be an overall house group winner with ribbons for each event, the 

day will be of a fun nature to encourage students to continued participation in sport and to fit with our school value 

of ‘growth’. 

Key information 

- Friday 2nd November 

- 9am-3pm 

- Have fun 

 

Before School Clubs 

I would like to extend a personal thank you to all those students, parents and siblings who have been attending the 

before school exercise (Monday) and quick club (Wednesday) we have had a lot of new faces this week and the 

number of family members joining in the activity has been fantastic. The clubs are proving to be a success and are 

demonstration of the great community we have here at the school.  

Tennis 

Ryan Meehan who has been running the after school ‘Hot Shots’ Tennis, complimented the students of Tarneit Rise, 

on their manners and respect towards him and his coaches over the past few weeks. I'd also like to publicly thank 

Ryan for his donation of over 80 tennis balls to the school from his club. Any parents wanting to extend their students 

tennis should contact Ryan who currently operates out of Hoppers Crossing Tennis Club.  

Basketball 

Lastly, it was great to see another full gym for basketball on Wednesday and Thursday, basketball is fantastic for 

students to develop their hand-eye coordination and the ability of the students is really progressing. 

Kind regards, 

Mitch Marley 

HPE Coordinator  

 

 

 



A message from junior school council 

Student Voice 

The JSC have been working hard to ensure our recess and lunch times are more engaging and fun for 

students. After receiving student and parent feedback the JSC have been going around to all the different 

classrooms to interview 2 students in each class. We have been asking students how we can make lunch 

times more fun. We have also been asking what kind of things we could put in our playground to make it 

more fun, engaging and amazing to explore. We have been collating all the answers and are raising money 

so that we can fulfil everyone’s wish of getting a playground and more play equipment in our yard. This is a 

great way for student’s voices to be heard when ensuring Tarneit Rise PS is the best school both inside the 

classroom and outside! 

Thanks 

Kind Regards, 

Ashlee de Leon 

Classroom Teacher 

 

Parent Volunteers Required 

 Mrs Stanley would like help preparing learning aids for 2019. This involves photocopying and 

laminating on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays. If you are available for any length of time on 

those days and would like to help please contact the office. 

 

 Mrs Parker in Prep B is seeking classroom support on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

mornings between 8:45am and 10am. Tasks will include working with students as well as 

administrative tasks. Please contact the office if you are available to assist on a somewhat regular 

basis e.g. every Tuesday morning. You need not be a parent from Prep B – all parents are welcome. 

 

 Mrs Parker in Prep B is seeking a parent who is willing to come in weekly to complete tasks such as 

sharpening pencils, laminating and tidying books. The timing is flexible here (minimum of ten 

minutes). Please contact the office if you are available to assist. You need not be a parent from Prep 

B – all parents are welcome. 

 

 Performing Arts 
As the students begin their Performing Arts learning, we will start to plan for our end of year 
concert. Ms Ostyn is looking for parents who may be able to assist with costumes, props and 
rehearsing with the students in term 4.  If you are interested in helping, please leave your contact 
details on the contact sheet located at the office and Ms Ostyn will be in touch closer to the time 
with more information.  

 

 Fundraising 

Our fundraising committee is always looking for extra people to assist in this very important role of 
raising funds and creating wonderful events for our children to enjoy. The fundraising committee 
meet fortnightly on a Wednesday straight after school drop off in the admin building. You can assist 
as much or a little as your time allows. The next meeting is Wednesday 12th September. We would 
love to see you there. 



A Message from the office…….. 

Student absence 

If your child is absent an explanation must be provided to the school. There are a few options for providing 
this information; 

 Call the school on 7002 6580 and press option 2 to leave a message. Clearly state your child’s name, 
class and reason for absence. 

 Email: tarneit.rise.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Returning notes and permissions 

 Notes that get sent home with your child via the classroom need to be returned by your child via 

the classroom. Teachers need to keep track of the notes being returned and this also builds 

independence and responsibility in your child. Therefore we will no longer be accepting notes at 

the office. 

 Notes with money must be returned in an envelope or zip lock bag with your child’s full name and 

class clearly written on the front. We do not keep cash in the office therefore no change can be 

provided so please always include the correct amount. 

 

Hot Lunches 

Please ensure your child always has their lunch and snacks provided in their bags before school. We cannot 
accept hot food or take-away meals at the office. If you would like your child to have hot food then please 
use a thermal container so it can stay warm until lunchtime. 

Sickbay 

Can we ask that all children have a spare pair for clothing kept in their bags in case of toileting accidents at 
school. We would suggest a pair of black tracksuit pants, socks and underwear.  

Lost Property 

Near the entrance of each learning pod you will find a large grey laundry basket for lost property. Please 
ensure your child’s items are clearing marked with their name so that they can be easily returned. 

Also please check that your children are coming home with the correct items. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Friday 7th September Subway lunch 

Monday 17th September Pizza Party notes due back 

Friday 21st September Last day of term 2.30pm finish & 
lunchtime DISCO/Pizza Party (casual 
clothes) 

Monday 8th October Start of term 4 

 

 

 



Staff Profiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Term 3 2018 16th July – 21st Sept 

Term 4 2018 8th October – 21st December 

Term 1 2019 29th Jan – 5th April 

Term 2 2019 23rd April – 28th June 

Term 3 2019 15th July – 20th September 

Term 4 2019 7th October – 20th December 

 

Ms McFarlane – Prep D 

What is your favourite colour? Green.  

What is your favourite season of the year and why? Spring is my favourite 

season because it's the perfect weather to spend time outside in the sunshine.  

What is your favourite number and why? 3 because it was the number that 

Jimmy Bartel wore when he played AFL for the Geelong Cats.  

What is your favourite book and why? The Magic Faraway Tree is my favourite 

book from my childhood. My mum would read it to me and I loved Topsy Turvy 

Land!  

What is your favourite food? Strawberries, Chocolate and hot chips.   

What do you love about your job? I love having the opportunity to be in the 

classroom each day with my students, watching them grow, learn and laugh.  

  

 Mr Marley – PE 

What is or favourite colour? Blue for Manchester City FC 

What is your favourite season of the year and why? Spring - after a cold winter it 

is great to get out more. 

What is your favourite number and why? 84 - Year I was born and it is a lyric in 

an Arctic Monkeys Song. 

What is your favourite book and why? The Hungry Caterpillar - my favourite 

book as a child as I loved the pictures. 

What is your favourite food? Soul Sauce and Gnocchi. 

What do you love about your job? The progression you get to see as the children 

move through the year and when they begin to learn a new skill. 

 

 



 


