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Dear Parents and Carers,

Prep Zoo Excursion
Thank you to our wonderful volunteers who assisted with the prep excursion to the zoo last Friday. The
rain held off and the children had a great day learning about habitats and the animals at the zoo. On
Tuesday after school, we met in our professional leaning teams and we were so impressed with the level of
writing that followed this excursion. Excursions/incursions and language experiences like this, really
motivate and inspire our children to write creatively, applying the learned strategies from our direct
instruction lessons.

Growth Mindset
Our children are really progressing with their learning and we are proud of their efforts. Effort and
achievement go hand in hand! Recognition of effort and providing appropriate feedback on effort helps
develop a ‘Growth Mindset’. Growth mindset is based on the research work of Carol Dweck. A growth
mindset is the belief that intelligence and strengths can be changed and developed. A person’s skills and
qualities can be improved through dedication and hard work. A person with a growth mindset believes that
most people who accomplish great things do so because they put in a lot of effort, practice their craft and
keep learning. And failure is a BIG part of the learning and growing process. Pushing the boundaries of our
comfort zone is where the learning occurs.
So when you see your children after school instead of asking them “what did you do today?” or “were you a
good boy/girl?” try asking ‘what did you put effort into today?’
Try encouraging your children to say/ask:
- ‘It doesn’t come naturally to me but I’m going to work on it’
- ‘I’m willing to do what it takes’
- ‘My success depends on my effort’
If you would like to find out more about Growth Mindset you can look at the Ted Talk by Eduardo Briceno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN34FNbOKXc

Home Reading
Here at Tarneit Rise Primary School we place a big emphasis on the teaching of literacy and numeracy –it’s the
core business of schools. We are very proud of the effort and learning gains made by our students and how
families and school work together to get best learning outcomes for our students. A big part of this partnership is
the home reading program. Please support your child’s home reading. This can be done each night by:



reading with them
asking your child to tell you about what they have read independently – what happened, new
information/vocabulary they have learned, if they enjoyed it (why or why not), what they predict will
happen next, any connections they made, or how they used their prior knowledge to work out the author’s
intent.

And please ensure the home reading diaries are signed each night and
put back in the school bag ready for the next day.

Library Fund
With the end of the financial year fast approaching, we would like to let families and friends
know that we have established a Library Fund. Any donations made to this fund are tax
deductible AND support our school in purchasing quality literature for our children. If you
are looking for a place to donate to before the end of the financial year, please consider
making a donation to our Library Fund.
End of term
The end of the term is fast approaching! Please remember that school finishes at 2.30pm on Friday June
29th.

Special Days coming up
We have lots of things to look forward to next term including Grandparents Day on August 22nd.
Invitations will be coming out early next term providing more detail about this very special day. We will
also be celebrating Book Week and having a book fair during this week which will involve children dressing
up as a book character. More information will be provided early next term.

Embracing our diverse community
Tarneit Rise is a very diverse school community. We are so very proud of this diversity and love learning
about each other’s cultures, religions, customs and traditions. One of the community groups represented
at our school is Sikh. There are five special signs (sometimes known as the “five Ks”) which demonstrate that a
person is a Sikh. These signs are: Kesh (uncut hair), Kangha (comb), Kara (steel wristband), Kaccha (short trousers or
undergarments) and Kirpan (sword). A Kirpan is a ceremonial knife carried by initiated Sikhs as an expression of their
religion. Kirpans are not considered a weapon and Victorian Government schools allow students and other members
of the Sikh community to carry them. The school values the diversity of the school community and welcomes
students and families with a wide range of religious beliefs. As we are working through our school values and beliefs,
it is an expectation that all members of our school community demonstrate this respect for each other.

Enrolments for 2019

Pupil Free Day

We have had a significant number of students enrol
for 2019 and places are filling up fast. If you have a
prep child beginning school next year, or know
someone who does, please ensure all enrolments are
finalised by the end of August so we can accurately
plan for 2019.

Our next pupil free day will be Thursday July
19th. We will be working on the school’s
mission, vision, and values on this day and the
Practice Principles (of Teaching and Learning).

Parking at school
We would like to remind all of our families to obey all parking signage, and remember as adults we are role models
for our children. We do not want to be giving them the wrong messages about safety, or about the way we
treat/speak to others. Please display kindness and consideration in all interactions with others. We have also been
concerned when we see parents/carers holding their babies, rather than having them safely restrained in an
appropriate car seat. Our children are so very precious, and we must ensure their safety at all times. The staff car
park is for staff only. Please do not use the car park.

Every Minute Counts
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind and can
affect their educational and social outcomes. Each missed day is associated with progressively lower
achievement in numeracy and literacy. We all want the best for the students at Tarneit Rise Primary School
so please support your child to be at school every day ready for learning . Please note family holidays will be
recorded as ‘unapproved’. We understand that family time is precious, and so is school. Please book family holidays
during the term breaks so your child has the best possible opportunities to increase their learning. We have included
the term holiday dates in this newsletter so you can pre-plan or book any family holidays during the holidays.

Classroom Helper Course
You will have now received the note about the Classroom Helper Course that will be run next Friday 22nd June.
We had such a great time with the family members that participated last term, we can’t wait to run it again! If
you would like to come along next Friday to learn about ways that you can help students with their learning and
other ways to be an active part of the school community, please return the notice by Wednesday 20th June. We
are looking forward to seeing you there!

Thank you,

Nadia and Sarah

Prep Community News
In the Classroom
In the past few weeks we have been busy copying, continuing and creating patterns in maths. Students have been
encouraged to discuss patterns and explain why it is a pattern. For the remainder of term, students will be looking at
place value. We will be working on counting forwards and backwards, comparing numbers, ordering numbers and
matching numbers to their names and collections. We kindly ask that you try and find numbers at home and practise
counting forwards and backwards every day.
We have also been learning new letters and their sounds over the past few weeks, as well as a new heart word each
week. Our Preps are working hard on applying this new knowledge in their writing and reading. They are trying their
best to finger spell and write with their very best handwriting. They are also working hard to blend letters to read
words. We are encouraging the Preps to go back and reread their sentences, to make sure they understand the book
they are reading, and reading fluently.
You can help your child at home with their Numeracy and Literacy skills in the following ways:
-

Counting forwards and backwards every day
Reading with your child every day
Encouraging your child to practise their letters from their homework books
Encouraging your child to find their heart words in books, magazines, newspapers etc.
Having your child say the sound when writing letters at home, really encouraging the letter/sound
relationship
Asking questions about the books you read (who are the main characters, what was the problem in the
story, what was the solution and what happened in the beginning, middle and end)

Outside the Classroom
Our Preps attended their very first excursion to the Werribee Zoo on Friday the 8th of June. For some students, this
was the very first time they had been to the zoo! To say they were excited was definitely and understatement. Our
Preps were able to participate in a school program ran by the zoo called Habitat Heroes. We met some furry little
friends, known as potoroos. Potoroos are rat-kangaroos. During the Habitat Heroes program, students were able to
explore an area looking for small creatures using magnifying glasses. Students also found some animal fur and were
able to feel the different textures, identifying which animal it came from. Some stumbled upon scat and helped the
zoo keepers decide which animal it came from!

We went on the bumpy Safari Bus too. The Safari Bus allowed our students to get a closer look at some of the
beautiful animals at the zoo; giraffes, antelopes, camels, horses, rhinos, zebras and hippos. The hippos were playing
in the water and the giraffes stretched out their long necks and tongues to nibble on some food. We passed some
homes on the Safari Bus with the driver explaining how some people need to surround their homes with lots of
bushes to keep them safe from lions.

The Preps were also very lucky to go on two walks around the zoo. There was the Australian Journey Walk, where we
saw some emus, kangaroos and a wombat sitting in a tree. We were able to walk through a shearing shed and had a
discussion about what the wool from sheep is used to make. The other walk our students ventured on was the Pula
Reserves Trail. This trail gave students a chance to see the lions, cheetahs, hippos, monkeys and gorillas. There was
one gorilla who had a blanket wrapped around him to keep him warm.
Thank you for packing a warm jumper or jacket for your child, they were as warm as the gorillas. We were very lucky
that the rain didn’t come down despite the miserable sky, but even luckier to have such wonderful helpers that gave
up their time to come to the zoo. So here is a big THANK YOU to everyone who helped, without you the day wouldn’t
have ran as smoothly as it did!
Thanks,
The Prep Team 

1/2 Community News
The 1/2s have been eager to learn these past few weeks!
They are continuing to focus on the purpose, features and language choices of non-fiction texts in their
reading. They have also immersed themselves within a wide range of texts to conduct research about their
topic for their information reports. We look forward to publishing our information reports around the
school! In numeracy, we have begun our work on measurement and length. At the moment we are
focusing on object comparison and we look forward to introducing informal units of measurement.
Just a couple of friendly reminders; next Friday 22nd of June the 1/2s will be going on their first excursion to
Werribee Mansion for the Back in Time workshop. We are still waiting to receive permission for a number
of our students to attend on the day. Could you please log into Compass to check if you have given consent
for your child to attend? It will be a great day and we are looking forward to it!
Also please ensure that your child brings their yellow homework book to school on their take home
reading day so that they can receive a new reading list to practice at home.
We thank you for your ongoing support,
The 1/2 Team

A Message from the office……..
Student absence
If your child is absent an explanation must be provided to the school. There are a few options for providing
this information;


Call the school on 7002 6580 and press option 2 to leave a message. Clearly state your child’s name,
class and reason for absence.



On Compass. Log in and select “Attendance Note/Approval” and enter the relevant information.



Email: tarneit.rise.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Returning notes and permissions




Notes that get sent home with your child via the classroom need to be returned by your child via
the classroom. Teachers need to keep track of the notes being returned and this also builds
independence and responsibility in your child. Therefore we will no longer be accepting notes at
the office.
Notes with money must be returned in an envelope or zip lock bag with your child’s full name and
class clearly written on the front. We do not keep cash in the office therefore no change can be
provided so please always include the correct amount.

Hot Lunches
Please ensure your child always has their lunch and snacks provided in their bags before school. We cannot
accept hot food or take-away meals at the office. If you would like your child to have hot food then please
use a thermal container so it can stay warm until lunchtime.
Sickbay
Can we ask that all children have a spare pair for clothing kept in their bags in case of toileting accidents at
school. We would suggest a pair of black tracksuit pants, socks and underwear.
Lost Property
Near the entrance of each learning pod you will find a large grey laundry basket for lost property. Please
ensure your child’s items are clearing marked with their name so that they can be easily returned.
Also please check that your children are coming home with the correct items.

We are looking for volunteers to assist in one of our prep classes between 8:45am and 9:55am on Monday and
Wednesday mornings. If you are able to help please let the office staff know. You will require a current working with
childrens check that has been registered to our school.

Staff Profiles
Ms Jess – Prep H
What is or favourite colour? Blue
What is your favourite season of the year and why? Winter because I love to rug
up in front of the heater and watch movies.
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 21 but I don't
know why. I chose it as a little girl and have stuck with it since.
What is your favourite book and why? The Harry Potter series because it is
exciting and very detailed. I can visualise the story whilst I'm reading.
What is your favourite food? Rogan Josh
What do you love about your job? I love seeing the excitement on faces when
students learn something new and are proud of themselves.

Ms Gerring – Prep E
What is or favourite colour? Orange
What is your favourite season of the year and why? Summer …. I love going to
the beach.
What is your favourite number and why? 7…. There are 7 people in my family,
my house number was 7 and I was always the 7th person on the roll at school.
What is your favourite book and why? Wilfred Gordon Partridge McDonald. It is
a very special book about different memories.
What is your favourite food? Chocolate!
What do you love about your job? I love coming to school everyday and seeing
the students smiling faces ready to learn! I also love how they try their best and
not giving up. Our kids are great!

Bastille Day
As part of the French and Art curriculum, Tarneit Rise Primary School will be Celebrating Bastille Day on June 27th.
This will be a fantastic opportunity to expose our students to French culture and to celebrate the positive start that
our children have made at school this semester. Students will see a Cirque Mystique performance in the gym. The
performance is a mixture of circus, magic and miming. There will also be a mime, Marcella Marceau, coming to visit
every classroom to interact with the children. To add to the fun, Students will be asked to dress up as part of the
day. In order to take an aerial photo that will make our students into a French flag, we ask children to wear a specific
colour represented in the flag. Please reference the list below to see which colour your child is requested to wear.
Prep A, B, C & D – please wear blue clothing
Prep E, F, G, H, I- please wear red clothing

1/2s- please wear white clothing

There is a cost for our incursion that will be deducted from the excursion/incursion levy that families have already
paid. We will also be selling croissants at the canteen at recess for students to purchase. If you would like to
purchase French food, please return your note and money to the office by Friday the 22nd so that the correct amount
of food will be available on the day for our students. All proceeds from the sale of food will be added to our
fundraising efforts for purchasing additional play equipment for our yard.
At the end of the day, from 2:45-3:30, families are invited to come and view our French art display that showcases
the beautiful French inspired art that all of the children have been making with Ms. Ostyn in art class. The display will
be available to view on the stage in the gym.
Thank you so much for your kind support in ensuring that all of our students are exposed to French culture as part of
their LOTE program and experience.
Merci beaucoup,
Madame Wale.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Friday 15th June
Wednesday 20th June
Wednesday 20th June
Friday 22nd June
Friday 22nd June
Wednesday 27th June
Friday 29th June

Term dates 2018 & 2019

Book club due
Thank you luncheon
Wacky Wednesday–Milo 50cents
1/2 Excursion – Werribee
Mansion
Parent helper course 12.30-3pm
Bastille celebration day
Last Day of term 2 (2.30pm
finish) & school disco

The Music Bus – Open Day
Tarneit Primary School is proposing to bring an exciting new music program to school – The Music Bus!
Offering weekly lessons in keyboard, guitar, ukulele, singing, drums and rock band, The Music Bus program provides the teacher and the
instruments, all inside a high-tech, mobile music classroom (the bus!),

To give both parents and students a better idea of what’s involved, we’re holding an Open Day at school. Here you’ll have the chance to visit th
bus, meet the teacher and ask any questions you might have along the way. All students will also be invited to take part in a short, interactive
session on the bus throughout the school day.

At the end of the activities, students will be given an Expression of Interest form, which you will need to returned to school within 7 days. From
there if there we can start booking lessons with The Music Bus!

Mark Your Diaries – Next Friday June 15th
1. Parent Info Sessions -

8:30am and 3:00pm

Parents can visit the bus, meet the teachers and ask questions if they wish.

2. Student Tours - All Day
All students will take part in a short interactive session on the bus throughout the day.
To find out more, visit www.themusicbus.com.au or call 1300 168 742.

