
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
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Issue 13 
23rd August 2018 

 

We have had the greatest of weeks celebrating Book Week! We have decorated our learning pods with fabulous 

book displays, enjoyed visiting the book fair, had a great day with our grandparents and special friends on 

Wednesday; dressing up, eating yummy cheese toasties and reading lots of books!! Thank you to all of our 

amazing families who continue to support these weeks and really get into the spirit of these celebrations.  These 

weeks provide such engagement and opportunities to connect with each other building a real sense of school 

pride. 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

We are so very proud to announce that 100% of our students completed the Premier’s Reading 

Challenge. All children have received a book to celebrate this wonderful whole school achievement. 

 

2019 enrolments  

We are super excited to be receiving our 2019 enrolments and growing our school. We have also begun 

the recruitment process of teachers for next year. Staffing is very dependent on student numbers, so to 

plan accurately for staff we need accurate student numbers. If you have a prep- grade 6 child beginning 

school next year, or know someone who does, please ensure all enrolments are finalised by the end of 

August so we can accurately plan for 2019.  

 

Pick My Project 

Tarneit Rise was successful in making it through the first stage of Pick My Project. We submitted an application 

for a playground for our school. In order to win people need to vote on our project. This can be friends, 

neighbours, family members etc. 

Please head to https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sports-and-recreation-

shared-facility-in-tarneit-west and help support Tarneit Rise in this bid to win. 

 

 

It is with great pleasure we can announce our school values that were finalised last week. 

 Respect 

 Responsibility 

 Kindness 

 Growth 

Thank you to all of our families that provided input. The staff took all of your suggestions into consideration and 

grouped responses to find common themes and ideas. Teachers will now be working with our children to look 

closely at these values and how we demonstrate them in our everyday interactions, choices and behaviours.  

We will soon be letting you know the school’s mission and vision statements. 

 

https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sports-and-recreation-shared-facility-in-tarneit-west
https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sports-and-recreation-shared-facility-in-tarneit-west


 

 

Nadia and Sarah 

 

Prep Community News 

In Mathematics, our Prep students have been learning to use a variety of strategies to solve 

subtraction problems. They were initially introduced to the idea of ‘take away’ and have used 

tens frames and counters to model their thinking about this. Many students have been 

checking their answers on a number line and are beginning to use the ‘counting back’ strategy. 

For example, Farmer Sam picked 16 peaches but 3 were rotten and needed to be thrown into 

the compost bin. How many peaches now? I put 16 in my head and three fingers up before 

counting back 15, 14, 13.  

 

In English, students have continued to summarise the important events in a story. They have used the following 

guiding questions to help them:  

Who is the story mostly about? Somebody… 

What did they want to do? Wanted… 

What was the problem? But… 

How was the problem solved? So…  

How did they feel at the end? Then... 

This has assisted students to demonstrate their understanding of the main ideas and avoid unnecessary and 

sometimes irrelevant details. Example summary: Little Red Riding Hood is a story about a young girl who wanted to 

visit her grandmother. But the wolf was waiting to eat her. Little Red Riding Hood realized it was the wolf and not her 

Every Minute Counts 
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind and 

can affect their longer term educational and social outcomes. Sadly our attendance is not tracking 

well. Whilst illness accounts for most of our students’ time away from school, the second greatest factor 

is family holidays. Our preps have missed 184 days of school due to family holidays, the grade ones have 

missed 81.5 days and the grade twos have missed 60.5 days.  We cannot help when our children get 

sick, but as parents we do have control of when we book family holidays. Family holidays should be 

taken during the term breaks so children are not missing important learning time.  Please note family 

holidays will be recorded as ‘unapproved’.  We have included the term holiday dates in this newsletter 

so you can pre-plan or book any family holidays during the holidays. 

 
Book Covering Day 

Thanks to all of our families who volunteered to cover our classroom books on Monday. We have 

reschedule another day on Friday August 31st to cover books. If you could spend some time on this 

day, your help will be greatly greatly appreciated. We will provide training on the day, and even if your 

aren’t confident in covering books, you might be able to stamp the books, put on stickers, put together 

the book boxes or cut out the contact ready for covering. All these tasks take time, and many hands 

make light work! If you are available on the day please call into the front office on the day. 

 



grandmother, so ran and called for help. A woodchopper came to assist her and freed grandmother. Little Red Riding 

Hood felt relieved and decided next time she would ask her mother to accompany her to be safe. 

As part of our MSL approach, our Prep students have been learning morphology, the study of words, how they are 

formed, and their relationship to other words. We have been looking closely at the suffix ‘ed’ and how words ending 

in ‘ed’ can have one of three sounds /ed/ as in rested, /t/ as in jumped and /d/ as in thanked. We know that when 

‘ed’ is added to a verb (doing word), it has already happened (past tense). 

 

Book Week Parade and Grandparents’ Day 

Miss Bettio opened our special assembly making reference to the importance of reading. In partnership with 

families, the school strategically intends to promote reading in as many ways as possible. This is critical if we 

collectively seek to encourage students to read with good fluency, build vocabulary, comprehend, and become 

strong spellers and writers. Ultimately, we want every student to be successful at school and in life. 

The theme for this year’s Book Week is ‘Find Your Treasure’. It is a great opportunity to celebrate what we treasure 

in books and about reading. In Prep, we have celebrated author Julia Donaldson through the many treasured stories 

she has written including ‘The Gruffalo’. In Year One and Two, who could go past the many treasures of Dr Suess? 

Abhay (Prep B) and Sakina (Prep G) spoke confidently before a large audience of students, teachers and parents. 

They shared their favourite books and explained why other people should read them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grandparents were invited to participate in a story and related activity back in the classroom.    

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The morning ended with everyone enjoying a cheese toastie. Thank you to Coon for sponsoring this event where all 

proceeds were directed to the school. A big thank you also to all the parents who offered to help. 

 

 

 

 

                                          From all the staff and students of T.R.P.S.! 

 

 

 



Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

Every student at Tarneit Rise Primary school has successfully completed the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

and received a book donated by the school for their efforts. We extend our gratitude to parents and teachers for 

their support with this.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following students personally challenged themselves and over the course, read a staggering 100 books. They 

were acknowledged at assembly and presented with a voucher to spend at the Book Fair. 

Samaaha Dubuly Prep B (absent) 

Mason Chandler Prep D 

Fazl Sunasara Prep E 

Jenna Rambridge Prep G 

Sumukhi Ganganaboina Prep I 

Sophie Stemm-Townsend 1/2B 

 

1/2 Community News 

What an eventful fortnight it has been!  

On Thursday the 16th of August we had a great time participating in the Market Fresh Incursion. This is 
where students got to learn about the importance of eating fruit daily and where the fruits come from. We 
had a great time learning about the different fruits and vegetables but really enjoyed eating some of the 
yummy foods.  

 



The Grade 1/2s have been very busy with book week, we have been creating door displays, reading our 
favourite books, creating book reviews and ready for our whole school dress up parade!  

In Numeracy, we have complete our unit of Fractions. We have been focusing on identifying and making 

one half as two equal parts of a group, making one quarter as four equal parts of a shape and learning 

about the different ways fractions can be represented.  

In week 6, we have just started our unit of Mass and Capacity. We have been learning how to heft objects 
to find which object is heavier and which object is lighter. We have also looked at using balancing scales 
where students visit stations set up around the classroom to balance 2 objects.  

In Writing, the grade 1/2s have done a fabulous job learning about figurative language and writing poetry. 
We have just started our unit on personal narratives. This is where we are starting to identify the purpose 
and structure of a narrative. We can’t wait to see the writing students will produce from this unit of work! 
  

Lastly, some students have been participating in Basketball with Mr Marley! This has been a great way for 
students to keep physically active, learn hand eye coordination and enjoy playing fairly. 

 

Parent Volunteers Required 

 Mrs Parker in Prep B is seeking classroom support on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

mornings between 8:45am and 10am. Tasks will include working with students as well as 

administrative tasks. Please contact the office if you are available to assist on a somewhat regular 

basis e.g. every Tuesday morning. You need not be a parent from Prep B – all parents are welcome. 

 

 Mrs Parker in Prep B is seeking a parent who is willing to come in weekly to complete tasks such as 

sharpening pencils, laminating and tidying books. The timing is flexible here (minimum of ten 

minutes). Please contact the office if you are available to assist. You need not be a parent from Prep 

B – all parents are welcome. 

 

 Performing Arts 
As the students begin their Performing Arts learning, we will start to plan for our end of year 
concert. Ms Ostyn is looking for parents who may be able to assist with costumes, props and 
rehearsing with the students in term 4.  If you are interested in helping, please leave your contact 
details on the contact sheet located at the office and Ms Ostyn will be in touch closer to the time 
with more information.  

 

 Fundraising 

Our fundraising committee is always looking for extra people to assist in this very important role of 
raising funds and creating wonderful events for our children to enjoy. The fundraising committee 
meet fortnightly on a Wednesday straight after school drop off in the admin building. You can assist 
as much or a little as your time allows. The next meeting is Wednesday 29th August. We would love 
to see you there. 

 



 Book covering 
We are holding book covering day on Friday August 31st from 9.00am – 1.30pm. If you could spend 
some time on this day, your help will be greatly greatly appreciated. 

 
 
A Message for Mr Marley 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
This week seen the start of our ‘Hot Shots’ Tennis program from Tennis Australia, the program run by Ryan Meehan 
from Hoppers Crossing Tennis Club is giving every student at Tarneit Rise Primary School the opportunity to access 
tennis from a professional tennis coach. This week it is Grade 1/2A (Monday) 1/2B (Thursday) and 1/2C (Friday).  
 

 
 
This week has also seen the start of our before school clubs on a Monday and Wednesday, starting at 8:10 and 
finishing at 8:40 the extra clubs. Monday is a general exercise & activity club and Wednesday is a more specific 
‘Quick-Club’ aimed at developing students running technique and foot speed. The clubs will be open to all students 
and parents/caregivers/siblings (not of school age) are invited to join in the sessions too. The sessions will have a 
capacity of 40 People and we will have a sign in sheet at the front of the hall next to the Canteen doors.  
 
Below is a link to TED talk about the benefits of exercise on the brain and capacity for learning & memory. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHY0FxzoKZE   
  
Kind regards, 
Mitch Marley 
HPE Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHY0FxzoKZE


Staff Profiles 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Parker – Prep B 

What is or favourite colour? I have two, navy blue and green. 

What is your favourite season of the year and why? Spring – the weather isn’t too 

hot or cold, it’s just right. 

What is your favourite number and why? Seven – We used to have time table races 

when I was in Year 5 and I was really confident with recalling multiples of 7. Now in 

adulthood, whenever I select a group of numbers, I am wired to choose 7, 14, 21, 28, 

35, 49, 56, 63 etc. 

What is your favourite book and why? Who Moved My Cheese? Author Spencer 

Johnson. Not sure if it is my favourite book, but is always one that comes to mind 

when I think about the influence it has had on me. It always helps me to reflect 

inwardly and encourages a growth mindset. 

What is your favourite food? Can it be a three course meal? Semolina dumpling 

soup and crusty bread with real butter as entrée, main of chicken schnitzel, mashed 

potato, honey dutch carrots, corn on a cob, greens and a lemon wedge and for 

dessert, a chocolate molten soufflé with vanilla bean ice-cream. 

What do you love about your job? I’m not sure I have ever seen it as a job because I 

blink my eyes and can’t believe it’s 3:10pm. I grew up playing the role of a teacher 

and always knew this was what I wanted to do.  I wake up every morning knowing I 

am challenged to make a difference. I get a real buzz out of seeing children grow and 

thrive both personally and academically. I honestly love working in partnership with 

families. I truly believe in everyone deserving a quality education and I have made it 

my purpose to be the best educator I can be (this is ongoing and I am always learning 

and evolving). No two days are ever the same and this keeps me interested. 

  

 
Ms Newton – Librarian 

What is or favourite colour? Orange 

What is your favourite season of the year and why? My favourite season is 

Autumn, I love the slight warmth still in the air. I also love the colour change (to 

Orange(ish) on the trees, and my apples grown at home are ready to eat, they are 

always way better than any supermarket!! 

What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 3, I’m not really 

sure why, could be because it is the month of my birthday and also the start of 

Autumn. 

What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book at the moment is ‘The Girl 

With the Dragon Tattoo. I really like this book even though the start was a little 

confusing with all the Sweedish names, the twists and turns and suspense this book 

gives the reader makes you not want to put the book down. 

What is your favourite food? My favourite food would have to be Thai followed 

closely by Vietnamese, both have amazing flavours to them. 

What do you love about your job? I really love my job here at Tarneit Rise as it is a 

complete career change for me, I am loving the Library, trying to keep it as tidy as 

possible so everyone can enjoy it as much as I do. I also love the staff here at Tarneit 

Rise they are all really supportive and helpful.  

 

 



Introducing our school council representatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Friday 24th August Last Day of Book Fair 8.30am – 
9.30am & 3.30pm – 4pm in the Art 
room 

Thursday 30th August Subway lunch notes due back 

Friday 31st August Father’s day stall & book covering 
day 

Friday 7th September Subway lunch 

Monday 17th September Pizza Party notes due back 

Friday 21st September Last day of term 2.30pm finish & 
lunchtime DISCO/Pizza Party (casual 
clothes) 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Term 3 2018 16th July – 21st Sept 

Term 4 2018 8th October – 21st December 

Term 1 2019 29th Jan – 5th April 

Term 2 2019 23rd April – 28th June 

Term 3 2019 15th July – 20th September 

Term 4 2019 7th October – 20th December 

Lakshman Singh – Treasurer  
 

What do you do for work? I work as a Senior Scientist at the University of 
Melbourne. 
 

What is your favourite colour? My favourite colour is blue. 
  
What is your favourite season of the year and why? My favourite season of the 
year is Spring. It is the time with lots of warm sunshine, when week-ends are highly 
sought for happy times with the family. 
  
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 6. Simply put, it is 
the day of the month I was born. 
  
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book (series) is 'Famous Five' 
by Enid Blyton. It is my favourite as it is fun to read. A great mix of adventure and 
teamwork. 
  
What is your favourite food? Though I am from the North of India, my favourite 
food is Dosa - Sambhar, a dish from South India. Thanks to my mother and later to 
my wife for pampering me with this dish. 
  
What do you love about Tarneit Rise Primary School? Tarneit Rise is a wonderful 
new beginning for the Tarneit Community. It is a school that promotes life values, 
teaches new skills to its students and contributes heavily to their overall 
development. It always recognises the importance of family in a child's 
development and always seek their involvement in various activities that are 
organised with such zeal. 

  

 



 

 


