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creating citizens for the future: compassionate, curious and strong. 

Respect         Responsibility      Kindness      Growth 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are so excited to be welcoming you and your children back to another school year. We hope you all 
enjoyed your holidays and extra time together. During the holidays I invested a bit of time into one of my 
hobbies, reading. One of the books I read was called The Midnight Library by Matt Haig. This book was layered 
between considerations of quantum physics, and the author delved into what it means to live a meaningful 
life, and how perspective (and not necessarily circumstance) dictates the value we place on life. 

He writes: 

We only need to feel one existence. We don’t have to do everything in order to be everything, because we are 
already infinite. While we are alive we always contain a future of multifarious possibility.  

So let’s be kind to the people in our own existence. Let’s occasionally look up from the spot in which we are 
because the sky above goes on forever. 

Being kind and keeping perspective is so important, and particularly important during times of challenge.  

COVID Safe Return to School 

With the prevalence of the Omicron variant of COVID and increased numbers over the school break, it is 
important that we have a plan to assist children transition back to school that also considers the public health 
requirements. 

Drop off 

Children may be dropped off at the school gates between 8.30am - 8.45am. 

Prep parents/carers may come inside the school yard  in the morning but we do ask that all other parents 

minimise their time in the school yard in the morning by walking their children to class and then leaving. Many 

children will be able to do this independently and will not require adults to walk them in. 

Extra entry points have been made available to ease congestion and a member of staff will be on duty at each 

gate from 8.30am. An extra entry gate has been made available on the soccer pitch along Hummingbird Blvd. 

This would also be a great place to have children meet families after school, as there is a lot of space. 

Parents/Carers may use any of the following gates: 

 Front gate at the Rifflebird reception – wellbeing staff will be on duty each morning, so if children are 

feeling a little anxious about returning to school, this would be a great place to enter.  

 Cloverdale gate – pod two entry  

 Cloverdale gate – down ball court entry 

 Community Park gate – grade 5/6 classrooms  

 Community Park gate – sandpit entry 

 Community Park gate – grade 3 classrooms 

 Soccer Pitch (new entry point) 
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plcp@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au - Prep 
plc1@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au - Grade 1 
plc2@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au - Grade 2 
plc3@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au - Grade 3 
plc4@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au - Grade 4 
plc5@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au - Grade 5 
plc5@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au - Grade 6 

 Pick Up 

All prep and grade one children will need to be collected from their classroom after school. To avoid 

congestion, the following grade 1 children will be walked out by their teacher to the grassed area near the 

classrooms for pick up. 

 1A 

 1B 

 1C 

 1D 

 1E 

 1F 

 1G 

 1H 

 

To avoid congestion children in grade 3  and 4 will be walked out to the netball courts to be collected after 

school. 

We strongly encourage Parents/Carers to arrange to meet their older children at a collection point off the 

school site to avoid congestion – for example at the pavilion of the community oval, or outside an entry point 

gate.  

Only one adult may enter the school yard for pickup and drop off. 

Extra entry points have been made available to ease congestion and a member of staff will be on duty at each 

gate from 3.00pm. Parents/Carers may use any of the following gates: 

 Front gate at the Rifflebird reception  

 Cloverdale gate – pod two entry  

 Cloverdale gate – down ball court entry 

 Community Park gate – grade 5/6 classrooms  

 Community Park gate – sandpit entry 

 Community Park gate – grade 3 classrooms 

 Soccer Pitch (new entry point) 

Adults must follow physical distancing requirements. This will mean being patient and considerate. Only one  

fully vaccinated adult, wearing a mask, may enter the classrooms (prep) for pick up. 

If you believe you or your child/ren will need extra support transitioning back to onsite learning we ask that you 
please email the school using the PLC addresses so we may contact you to discuss this further. 

mailto:plcp@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au
mailto:plc1@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au
mailto:plc2@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au
mailto:plc3@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au
mailto:plc4@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au
mailto:plc5@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au
mailto:plc5@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au
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Parking 

Please remember that parking along Cloverdale is for two minutes only – essentially a drop off and pick up 
area only. Families will not be able to park here and then walk inside the yard to collect children, as this will 
exceed the two minutes.  If your child is not waiting for you when you arrive please drive around the block to 
give them enough time to make their way to this pick up point. Please avoid doing a three point turn here, as 
it causes great traffic congestion and makes it very unsafe. 

A great place to pick children up after school will be the soccer pitch. There are better parking options here, 
there is a lot of space for children to wait and there is a crossing, making it much safer for children. 

Please show courtesy and our school values of kindness, respect and responsibility when parking. Please do 
not park across our neighbours’ driveways or park illegally.  

Masks 

All children in grades 3-6 must wear a mask inside when at school.  

Children in grades prep – 2 are strongly encouraged to wear a mask. 

Masks are provided for children and staff. 

All school staff and Parents/Carers must wear a mask at all times when inside. 

Other Safety Measures 

 Hand sanitiser is available to all children and adults.  

 All children are explicitly taught hand hygiene and will be required to hand sanitise when they enter the 

classroom, when they leave the classroom, before eating, after using the toilet, sneezing and coughing. 

 All school staff are required to be fully vaccinated. 

 All classrooms will have their windows, doors and/or louvers opened to promote fresh air flow. 

 Air purifiers are also in use. 

 Split recess and lunch times will be provided. 

 All meetings and assemblies will be via WebEx for term one. 

 All families and staff have been provided Rapid Antigen (RA) tests for twice weekly testing, to help detect 
COVID early and minimise the spread. For those families who have not yet collected their RA tests, they 
will be provided to children to take home with them.  

Buildings and Grounds 

Over the holidays we had three extra double storey classroom buildings built. 

We had extra toilets built. 

Landscaping has started around the second sandpit and toilet block near the netball courts. 

Our ‘yarning circle’ has also started. 

This term we will be installing extra seating and shade sails between the grade 4 double storey portables.  

A new playground has also been approved by the Victorian School Building Authority and this should be 
starting soon.  

We are incredibly proud of our school – and seeing it develop and grow, while maintaining our focus on      
excellence (in wellbeing and learning) is very exciting.  
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Start Dates, 
Grades 1—6: Tuesday February 1st 

Preps: Monday February  7th 

Prep Individual Assessments: February 2nd, 3rd and 4th. 

 

We look forward to growing our partnership with you all even more this year. 

Kind regards 

Nadia Bettio 


