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Creating citizens for the future: compassionate, curious and strong. 

Respect         Responsibility      Kindness      Growth 

Dear Parents and Caregivers of Tarneit Rise Primary School, 
 
Grounds and Facilities Update 
You may have noticed the temporary fencing in the yard. This is because work has started on our inclusive 
playground. The playground will provide the right level of challenge for children, cater to all levels of ability, and 
create play experiences for a variety of needs and interests. We cannot wait to watch our children interact with 
each other, explore, imagine, and play together in this space!   
National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)  
The NAPLAN is administered to children in Years Three, Five, Seven and Nine each year across Australia each 
year. It is the only national assessment all Australian children undertake. The NAPLAN assesses the literacy and 
numeracy skills children learn through the school curriculum and allows parents/ carers to see how their child is 
progressing against national standards and over time. Children sit a writing, reading, language conventions 
(spelling, grammar, and punctuation), and numeracy assessment. Reasonable adjustments are available for 
children with disability who have diverse functional abilities and needs. These adjustments will reflect the 
support normally provided to children with a disability when they complete classroom assessments. If your child 
is absent from school on a NAPLAN testing day we will endeavour, where possible, for them to complete missed 
tests at another time during the school’s test schedule. Please note children are not expected to study for 
NAPLAN. The best way you can support your child is by reassuring them that NAPLAN is a part of the school 
program and to do their best. NAPLAN results will be used by the School to identify strengths and areas of need 
to improve our teaching programs and to set goals in literacy and numeracy. We wish our Year Three and Year 
Five children all the very best for the NAPLAN assessments! 
 
The Fortnight Ahead 
 
• Monday the 13th of March is Labour Day. There is no school on this day. 
• NAPLAN begins on Wednesday the 15th of March and concludes on Monday the 27th of March for Years Three 

and Five children 
• Division swimming is on Wednesday the 15th of March 
• ‘RSPCA Action for Animals’ activity as part of the Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series (VCES) is on 

Wednesday the 15th of March for selected children in Years One to Six 
• ‘Optical Illusions’ activity as part of the VCES is on Monday the 20th of March for selected children in Year 

Four 
• We celebrate Harmony Day on Tuesday the 21st of March 
• Selected children in Years Three to Six are attending an excursion through the VCES on Wednesday the 22nd 

of March at the RSPCA 
• Year Four children are going on an excursion to the Chinese Museum on Friday the 24th of March 
 
 
Have a wonderful fortnight everyone! 
 
Warmest wishes, 
 
Nadia, Sarah, Missy, Gemma, Lauren, and Alana  
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Hello Prep Families and Carers! 

Our Prep students have now been at school for 6 weeks! We have officially transitioned to a 5 day school 

week. The Prep teachers are really impressed with how well the students have transitioned. Now that our 

students are quite familiar with our daily routines, weekly schedules, and classroom expectations, we have 

begun our action plan learning which is outlined below. 

In Reading, students have been learning to identify initial sounds in spoken words, and blend sounds to read 

words. These skills will continue to be taught weekly, with increasing difficulty of new sounds/word types. 

Students have also been learning about concepts of print, which includes identifying different features of 

books such as, the front cover, back cover, spine, title, author, title page. It also includes handling books 

correctly, such as turning the pages one at a time and reading from left to right. You can support your child 

with this by asking them to point to the words whilst you read their home readers. 

In Writing, we are continuing to introduce 2 new sounds per week. As of Week 6, our students have been 

taught the following letters/sounds: s, a, t, p, i, n. We have also introduced 3 heart words. Heart words are 

irregularly spelled words which must be learned off by heart. We have so far learnt: the, my, to. To practice 

heart words, we encourage students to spell out the letters “t-h-e spells the”. 

In Maths, we have begun our counting unit. We have been practicing counting forwards and backwards to 20, 

starting from any point. This includes firstly identifying the starting number and then identifying what comes 

before/after to begin counting. We have also been practicing our goal of touch and scoot to count collections. 

This involves touching and moving an object whilst saying the number, to ensure accurate counting of 

collections. 

Some other areas of learning that we have covered include Digital Technology. In Digital Technology, students 

have started exploring the features of iPads including different learning apps, taking photos and using notes to 

type words. Whenever possible, we have also been encouraging students to strengthen their fine motor skills. 

Fine motor skills help children perform important tasks such as writing. This can be developed at home 

through activities such as building with small blocks, threading with beads, picking up objects with tongs/

tweezers, or pinching and rolling playdough.  

This week our students had their first incursion. They met Ditto the Lion and learnt about personal safety skills. 

The children sang songs and learnt new actions that reinforce personal safety messages. 
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Reminders:  

• Take home reading: Please ensure that your child brings their book bag on their allocated day. Please ensure 

that all the books and the reading journal is inside of the bag so that teachers can track their nights of 

reading. 

• Please encourage your child to be independent when unpacking their school bags in the morning. We 

expect that all students independently get their sip n crunch and water bottle out of their bag and put their 

own bag away in the mornings. 

• Lunch Orders: Lunch orders are available for students on Mondays and Wednesdays throughout the term 

and may be ordered through https://classroomcuisine.com.au/ 

• Finally, we are so grateful for all your support! We are amazed by the growth that our students are making 

each and every day and are so excited to see what growth they continue to make!  

 

PLC  Prep 

https://classroomcuisine.com.au/
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Dear Families and Carers, 
 
What an exciting couple of weeks we have had in Grade 1! We began with a celebration of Nova Peris’ birthday 
followed by our Meet and Greet Interviews. It was so lovely to meet families and celebrate how well our 
wonderful students have been settling into Grade 1.  
 
Reading 
In Reading, the students have been learning about traditional fables as part of our Read2Learn program. The 
children have learnt about the features of traditional fables and have identified their morals. They thoroughly 
enjoyed listening to and unpacking classic fables such as ‘The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing’ and ‘The Tale of Peter 
Rabbit’! You may wish to read fables at home with your child and discuss the important morals within them.  

Writing 
In Writing, the Grade 1s have been following the Writing Process to develop their narrative writing skills. The 
students have been taking inspiration from a familiar story – Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers, to plan, draft, 
revise, edit and publish their own narrative story. Encourage your child to write a narrative at home and include 
its common features – an orientation to introduce the characters and setting, a problem that the characters 
face, their plan of action, and the resolution to the problem. 
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Health 
The grade 1s have been learning about how to keep healthy, stay safe and look after their wellbeing as part of 
our Health unit. To incorporate their new learning, the children made fruit salad kebabs! They thoroughly 
enjoyed making healthy choices and trying new fruits for the first time.   

 
Numeracy 
In Numeracy, we have begun our Place Value unit. The students have been provided with ‘hands on’ 
opportunities to develop their understanding of the value of two-digit numbers up to 100 by representing them 
with different materials, ordering, and locating them on a number line. You may like to broaden your child’s 
understanding by encouraging them to identify numbers in the environment around them, stating the numbers 
that come before and after, as well as recognising the parts that make up the number. For example, 37 is made 
up of 3 ‘tens’ and 7 ‘ones’.  

Vocabulary 
In Vocabulary, students are continuing to learn some new language. Last week our focus words were trust, 
environment, underpin and offer. This week our focus words are realistic, suggestions, accept, and impact. 

Friendly Reminders  
 
• Please ensure that your child is attending school every day and on time, so they do not miss valuable 

learning time.  
• Take Home Reading: Please continue to record the reading your child has completed each night in their 

journal. We love to celebrate reading milestones! 
• Sip and Crunch: Sip and Crunch is a great way for students to stay focused on their learning. Please pack a 

small container of either fruit or vegetables that can be eaten easily during learning. For example, carrot 
sticks, grapes or cut up apples.  

• Hats are to be worn in terms 1 and 4. We still have some warm weather ahead of us! 
 
 
Until next time,  
 
PLC  1 
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Dear Grade 2 families,  

Our Grade 2 students are continuing to display the school values both within the classroom and out in the yard. 
It was fantastic to see students and their families at the Meet and Greet interviews last week. This was a great 
way for students to discuss their learning goals to their families and build strong, collaborative relationships 
between the students, families and the Grade 2 teachers here at Tarneit Rise Primary School. 

 

In Reading, students have been learning how to find directly stated information within the texts they read. 
Students have been engaging in our reading to learn unit on Ancient India to further develop their understanding 
of this reading skill over the last couple of weeks. With students learning to read, comprehend, and locate 
important information to answer the ‘Big Questions’ throughout our first Read2Learn unit, we believe it has been 
a very engaging and successful learning experience. Over the coming weeks, we will be introducing the students 
to our new unit of ‘Fables and Tall Tales.’ 

 

In Writing, students have been enjoying writing about historical places with a focus on the magnificent Taj 
Mahal. Students have continued to engage in the learning process of writing a historical description. This week 
we focused on the skill of sentence expansion, using the planning prompts of who, what, when, where, why and 
how. Students were able to turn their simple sentences into an expanded historical description with additional 
information. Next in Writing, students will be learning to alter/change parts of a familiar book.  

 

In Maths, students have been investigating the mathematical concept of place value. Students have been 
learning how to record 3-digit numbers in standard and worded form, using place value tables to categorise their 
numbers into the appropriate value. Students will be learning to rename 3-digit numbers, which includes 
breaking down a whole number into each place value to better understand the numerical properties of a 
number.  

 

In Vocabulary, our focus words were connected to the book ‘The Magnificent Thing’. Students engage in word 
activities throughout the week to enhance their listening, speaking, reading and writing. Our words for Week 5 
were magnificent, regular, assistant, pounce and discover. Our words for Week 6 are explore, gather, admire, 
examine and trail. I wonder if you can find any of these words in your take home readers? 

 

In History, students have been exploring what past, present and future means. Students will be comparing 
Tarneit Rise Primary School in the past and present. They will be using a timeline to help accompany their 
research findings. 

 

We look forward to continuing the fantastic learning over the next two weeks and are excited to see what the 
students achieve. 

PLC 2 
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Dear Families,  

In Reading, the Grade 3s have continued to learn about rivers and their importance to our world. Students 
have been practising their inferring skills. They have used the text clues and prior knowledge to explain why 
rivers are important to cities, that people use rivers to transport goods to and from countries. This week, 
Grade 3s are delving into the text ‘The Wind in the Willow’. With this text, the students will be working on 
different ways to understand text on a deeper level. 

In preparation for NAPLAN, students have been practising their narrative writing during timed Writing 
lessons. It has been amazing to see their writing stamina improve, whilst still incorporating the story 
grammar elements and language features they have learnt about. This week, students are practising their 
persuasive writing, where they will write texts that try to convince their readers to agree with their opinions. 

In Maths, the Grade 3s have begun learning about place value. Place value is the value of digits within a 
number. They have been recognising, modelling and representing numbers in multiple ways. This will enable 
them to have a better understanding of larger numbers and when using operations (i.e. addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division). Next week, we are learning about what makes up an odd and even number and 
use this to help us problem solve. 

In Vocabulary, students are learning words from our text of the term ‘The One and Only Ivan’. Our target 
words for this week are ponder, timid, glimpse, fond, murmur.  Students are building on their understanding 
of these words through fun word association activities and by exploring their synonyms and antonyms. We 
encourage families to purposely use our weekly target words to promote our students’ reading, writing and 
oral language  
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In our content lessons about ethics, students are exploring change and continuity within our local community. 

The Grade 3s are using their comparing and contrasting skills to identify what is the same and what is now 

different within our community and transport. This will enable them to make meaningful connections in their 

worlds and reflect on time and their lives. 

Reminders: 

• Attendance Heroes have begun - please ensure your child is at school every day, unless unwell.  

• Over the next few weeks, students will be completing a research project about their culture and identity. 

Students will need to interview a family member or someone close to them to discuss how their culture has 

impacted the person they are today.  

•  If you would like to speak to your child’s teacher, they would be happy to discuss anything with you. This 

can be done in several ways: Contact the school office and leave a message. The office will get the teacher 

to call you back. Arrange a meeting before or after school, but please be mindful that teachers have 

meetings Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday after school. Alternatively, you can also email 

plc3@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au and someone will forward your message. 

• Every student has received a journal to record their nightly reading in. Please ensure that your child 

completes this and returns it to school on the day that their teacher has requested. It is a school 

expectation that the children read for at least 20 minutes every day. 

mailto:plc3@tarneitriseps.vic.edu.au
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Hi! My name is Hannah Mitchell-Frey, but the students just call me Miss Mitchell. This is my second year with 

Tarneit Rise Primary School and the second time I am teaching Grade 4. My favourite thing about our school 

is the opportunity to be surrounded by students and staff who are so involved in their own learning. In my 

spare time I love reading, spending time with my cat, and swimming.  

READING 

In our reading comprehension lessons, students are continuing to build their knowledge of Ancient Chinese 

dynasties. We have discussed the advances made during the Tang and Song Dynasties, and compared the 

lifestyles of people in the city and the country. We will soon be concluding the unit by investigating the 

events that led to the downfall of the Chinese empire. Our vocabulary words are still being sourced from our 

serial text ‘Dragonkeeper’. 

WRITING 

In our writing lessons we are continuing to explore the use of symbols and abbreviations to help us take 

effective notes, as well as expanding notes to create sentences. These lessons have given students the 

opportunity to consolidate their knowledge of Ancient China by picking out key information and putting it into 

their own words. 

MATHS 

After working on number properties, representing, ordering, and comparing numbers we have started to 
apply these skills to partitioning numbers. Students have needed to break numbers apart according to their 
place value and use this strategy to quickly add numbers. We have also investigated vertical addition and the 
split strategy.  
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STEM 

The Grade 4s had a fantastic time at their STEM incursion over the last few weeks. They were asked to apply 

their growing understanding of life cycles and categorise different reptiles. We had the opportunity to see some 

of the reptiles we discussed up close and have a feel of their different types of skin.  

REMINDERS 

In Terms 1 and 4, all students must have a Tarneit Rise hat to wear at recess and lunch. Hats are available to 

purchase from the office if your child needs one. 

It is crucial that all students are attending school every day so they can work on their learning goals and don’t 

miss important lessons. Please book holidays during school holiday periods rather than during the school term 

to make sure valuable learning time is not missed.  
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Dear Families,  
Well done to 5A who are leading the race for our Attendance Hero’s! Keep up the good work coming to school 
every day, on time, so that you can help your class reach 50 points and earn a fun experience. 
 
Each class has now selected 2 members for Junior School Council. We had so many students present a speech 
to their class and everyone should be so proud of their efforts- it was very hard to choose but we are excited 
to see what our representatives bring to Grade 5!  

 
Reading  
In Reading, the students have completed our Read2Learn program, ‘The Age of Exploration’. Students loved 
learning about the adventures of Marco Polo, Christopher Columbus, many Spanish explorers and how they 
circumnavigated the globe. We will now start a new literature unit where the class follows the text “Inside Out 
and Back Again”. This book follows a young girl in worn torn Vietnam. Perhaps as a family you could research 
Vietnam further. During this unit we will be focusing on our comprehension and responses to the text.  
 
Vocabulary  
Over the last few weeks we have introduced new vocabulary words. Our latest were routine, inevitable, 
abandon, blossom and inspect. Challenge your child at home and see if they can put these words into 
sentences.  
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Writing  
We have been looking at how to write Narrative texts in our Write2Learn program. Students have been 
focusing on creative responses and ensuring their narrative has characters, setting, problems and solutions. 
We have looked at the use of adjectives to support our writing and time and sequence words.  
 
Mathematics  
We are now well into our unit on Place Value. The last two weeks we have been focusing on multiples and 
factors. Below is an example of factor trees that we have been using to help us break down the number into 
its factors.  

A great way you could help your child is to practice all multiplication tables and access tasks on mathletics.  
 
 
Reminders  
 

• NAPLAN is fast approaching and will be held during Week 7 and 8.  

• School diaries have now been sent home, it is an expectation that all students are reading regularly 
throughout the week and recording this in their diaries.  
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Dear Families,  

Week 6 is already finished, meaning that we are over halfway through Term 1 already! It was very nice getting 

to meet everyone at the Meet and Greet last week! Thank you for all of those that came to the Meet and Greet 

on the 2nd of March. We all really enjoyed talking about how well all of the Grade 6 students have started the 

year and showing growth in their learning.  

 

Reading 

During the last two weeks, we have been reading ‘Boy’ by Roald Dahl and have been unpacking different 

aspects of his life. We have been looking at how Roald Dahl, as a writer, uses humour to retell stories that are 

serious and some that are just every day memories. We have drawn links between 

his childhood and the stories that he wrote, as a famous author, later in life.  

Writing 
In Writing, we have been looking into how we can extend our writing knowledge by adding language features. 
We have been looking into different features and have started to use them to enhance the written imagery 
within our writing. We have also been continuing with our biographies and the process to complete one. Why 
not test your child on what each letter stands for, and see if they can give an example.  
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Maths 

In Maths, we have focussed on triangular and square numbers as well as solving problems that involve a negative 

integer. Students have been investigating the difference between square and triangular numbers as well as the 

best strategies for finding them. This week students were focusing on using a calculator to help to solve their 

integer problems.  

Geography 

In Geography, students have been exploring the trading partners of Australia. They have been researching and 

creating posters based on one of these trading partners. They have been exploring the different exports and 

imports from these countries as well as how they compare with Australia in the geographic areas of Physical, 

Economic and Population.  

Vocabulary 

We have spent the last two weeks unpacking and understanding different words from Roald Dahl’s “Boy”. We are 

really enjoying unpacking lots of different words from his childhood.  
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REMINDERS:  

Student Journals - Please remind students to bring their Student Journal to school every day.  

Home Reading - Please remind your children to continue to read every night and log this in their Student 

Journal.  

Lunch Orders - Lunch orders are available for students on Mondays and Wednesdays throughout the term and 

may be ordered through http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/ 

Sip n Crunch - Students are encouraged to bring sip n crunch packed in a separate small container that contains 

readily cut up fruit or vegetables that can be placed on their tables alongside a bottle of water. Please ensure all 

fruit and vegetables are packed in a small container (please no plastic wrap or foil). This is so they may work 

with a bit of brain food throughout the day. 

Breakfast Club - Don’t forget that every Thursday and Friday TRPS has a breakfast club that is run out of the staff 

room. We would love to see everyone come to school early to enjoy a yummy breakfast with their friends! 

 

PLC  6  
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Welcome, Wominjeka, Kia Ora and Svaagat 

Grade Prep: 
The preps have made a great start to the 
year learning about positive mindset, trying 
their best and new art skills.  
We have started talking about different 
elements of art, specifically line, shape and 
colour. Students have experimented with 
these things to create monochromatic self-
portraits. They look fabulous! 

             

Grade 1 & 2: 
Jumping straight into it the grade 1 and 2 
students have used Pete Cromer as inspiration 
for their first art project of the year. Beginning 
with water colour and experimenting with 
texture, then cutting and pasting a range of 
shapes to create these amazing animal pieces. 
Well done!  

    

Grade 3 & 4: 
Our grade 3 and 4 students are very lucky 
to have the talented Ms Vish share her 
Henna skills with us as inspiration for our 
positive and negative space projects. 
Great work, everyone! 
 

            

Grade 5 & 6: 
Our grade 5 and 6 students have been 
extending their knowledge about line and 
colour in art. They have used contour lines 
and complimentary colours to create some 
interesting art pieces. Awesome!  
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Dear students, parents, and families, 

Here is a little update on what we have been working on in Physical Education! Over the past few weeks the 
students have challenged themselves in many different ways. We are extremely proud of the results the 
students are achieving and how hard they are working on developing their skills. 

Curriculum: 
Preps: 

We are really loving the development that the preps are making with their ‘Magic Shoebox’ shoes. In such a 
short amount of time, the kids have made amazing growth with their Skipping, Backwards, Frog and Crab 
shoes! Over the past two weeks we have worked extremely hard on our underarm and overarm throwing, 
focusing on throwing bean bags and balls at/in designated targets.  

Grade 1-2’s:  

In Grade 1/2 the students have continued to develop their locomotive skills by running, skipping, jumping and 
hopping over different hurdles and distances. We have also had a big focus on our forward rolls by rolling down 
a wedge with support and then progressing to individual rolls on a mat. Over the next couple of weeks we will 
begin working on our vital skills of Catching and Throwing. 

Grade 3-4’s: 

In Grade 3/4 we have continued focusing on Net and Wall games, looking at the offensive and defensive 
strategies, as well as identifying space on a court to score by attacking the forefront or back of the zone. Over 
the next couple of weeks we will begin to explore Badminton and Tennis, where the students will work on their 
racket skills and identify how a Shuttle travels differently to a ball. 

Grade 5-6’s: 

We have continued working on Badminton and Tennis, focusing on our position on the court and how we can 
serve and return the shuttle or tennis ball. We have learnt the importance of preplanning our shots to give us a 
strategic advantage over our opponent. Over the next couple of weeks, we will continue to focus on our skills, 
and how we can identify our opponents strengths and weaknesses, to give ourself an advantage when playing 
games. 
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Equipment in the Yard: 
Mon, Wed, Friday - Soccer on the Soccer Pitch 
Tues & Thurs - Cricket on the Soccer Pitch 
Everyday - Tennis/Volleyball on the Netball Courts 
Students are welcome to bring their own balls, rackets and bats but we will be providing these also. Students 
have done an excellent job so far and demonstrated how responsible they are with looking after the 
equipment. Well done Tarneit Risers. 
Parent Learning: 
Click on the link below for a video on how to perform a High Catch by Mr Firman: https://youtu.be/
bN0ajH98P2M  

https://youtu.be/bN0ajH98P2M
https://youtu.be/bN0ajH98P2M
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Hello again from Performing Arts! We have had a fun filled and busy few weeks of learning, it’s hard to 

believe that we’re already halfway through Term 1! 
 
Over the past few weeks Foundation have been continuing to build their confidence and teamwork skills, 
both of which are important fundamental skills for their Performing Arts learning. They have been playing a 
variety of skills based games, with a focus on listening, copying and sharing. 
 
Grade 1&2 have been exploring the different ways we can express feelings and ideas through our dancing, as 
well as the amazing range of different types of moves we can use when we dance. We have been practicing 
putting this all together when dancing to different pieces of music, and learning how to dance ‘in time’ with 
the music we are listening to. 
 
Grade 3&4 have begun to create and perform their own choreographed dance pieces, and have been building 
their dance vocabulary by watching and discussing a variety of dances. They have also been experimenting 
with dancing solo, or in small groups, which has been excellent for building their collaboration skills. 
 
Grade 5&6 have been analysing and responding to a range of cultural and historical dances, as well as 
beginning to explore the Elements of Dance - the fundamental concepts we use when we create pieces of 
dance. We have been exploring these elements through both discussion and fun practical activities, and then 
using the elements to improve our improvised and choreographed dances. 
 
We are also super excited about our extracurricular groups that are running this term. Miss Andrew has 
enjoyed starting her grade two singing group, and is looking forward to a great term of singing. Now that Mr 
Max is back from leave he has begun organising his after school music group. Watch this space for more info! 
 
 
See you in the Performing Arts room! 
 
Mr Max & Miss Andrew 
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Hello, 

Last week Prep students learnt about what clothes people wear in hot and cold weathers. This week they are 

learning how the seasons change everyday life and the landscape. 

 

Grade 1 students have been looking at how cotton is harvested and then processed into clothing. This 

week they are looking at how different materials can physically change. 

In Grade 2 students have compared three types of water filters, one with gravel, one with paper and one 

with cotton wool to see which one filtered the dirty water the best. This week they are starting their design 

process where they will be making their own water filter.  

 

Grade 3 students have been investigating what happens to some items when they are heated. This week 

they are investigating what happens to a solid and liquid when it is put under different conditions for 

example heating and cooling.  
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Last week the grade 4 students had an incursion from Ecolinc, who spoke to the students about the lifecycles 

of frogs, lizards and insects. The students learnt about how not all lizards lay eggs and how the stick insect uses 

ants to hide their eggs from predators. This week the grade 4 students are looking at food chains and which 

species are producers, carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 

Grade 5 students are learning about how substances change when exposed to different conditions. They 

looked at how the particles change in solids, liquids and gases when they are heated. This week they are 

investigating how some materials are hard to label with their observable properties.  

Last week grade 6 students were looking at how to draw and label a diagram of a circuit including all the 

relevant symbols. This week the students have been investigating which materials are conductors and which 

are insulators.  

 

Thank you, 

STEM team 
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